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PLANNING TO BRING
THE CITY TOGETHER

For too man y years Ripon has been factional, with
different gr oups looking at the city and its futur e in
different ways. In the autumn something r emark -
able happened; some of these gr oups came to geth-
er to a pply for funds to pr epare a Neighbourhood
Plan for Ripon.

Neighbourhood Plangorn out of the Gorernment's
Localism Billare prepaed by local people and sit along
side the local authority's planning policigégey must be
taken account of when planning decisions arade

We gplied to the Garernment br money as a Font
Runner ér Neighbourhood PlansHarrogate Boough
Council (HBC) ageed to male the gplication behalf of
Ripon and a letter was sent on Ripon City Council
paper requesting them to@ply. It was signed ypthe
Mayor on behalf of the City Counciby the Chairmen
of the Greater Ripon Imppvement Paimership and of
the Chamber offrade and Commaeae, by a Cathedral
representatie and ly the Chairman of Ripon Civic

Society We await the outcome
: If we get the fundingye then hae to produce the
planithat might need some hdmegtiating! But this
| degee of cooperation is an egrindication that at last
we mg all be stating to pull together ér Ripon. The
Society will cooperate to its fullest extersind encour
' age other goups,not just the signatories to the letter
to do so, too.

Regping more avards

Yet again w hare been commendedyltheYorkshire and HumbersidAssociation of
Civic Societiesoir our effort for 'Civic Societie¥Veek';this time it was our 'Quirky
Ripon' photograhic competition.And the same mject has wn a Cividvoice avard!

Pickles pralses Cvic Societies

Nearly 200 members im more than 30 civic societies

P § acrossYorkshire gatheed on 5 November afToll Gavel
=1 Chapel in the cente of Beverley to hear the Rt Hon.

| Eric Pickles MP, Secretar y of State f or

Comm unities and Local Go vernment ,throw his

weight behind the Geernment's nav planning policies

and Localism Bill.

Punctuated p a troublesome cough‘if | wasn't a
man I'd be in bethe quipped - he begarylecounting
the story of pedestrianisation in his Essex constituency
town of Brentwood, which spavned a pofusion of bol
lards. This,one supposedyas his wa of identifying
s with the concerns of civic societidse went on to sy
P that the Localism Bill (n@ law) offers geater oppor

tunities br local people to become imlved in running
their own comnunities,and that Civic Societiegiith their long histoy of caring
about their ovn areasare ideal placed to act in concémith local authorities in
achieing long-term posperity br local people 'Passiorpride and commitment &
all needed - and theseeathings that Civic Societies\aalvays pomoted,' he said.

He wound up after just twelve mirutes,leaving moe than brty minutes aailable
for questions fom the floor. He insisted that ppposed planning changeswid not
result in geater threats to Geen Beltsand that the changesowld lead to less con
flict in the planning mrcess.He challenged the suggestion that heritageugs had
not been suftiently involved in draving up the poposals.

He encouraged the dwing up of Local or Neighbourhood Plarseé font pag),
which,when gproved by a local eferendumwould be binding on the local authorjty
and he ecognised that ther needs to be a clear system in ensuring that funding to
local authorities eaches dwn to all levels thioughout their aeas.

With a 12-year stint in local politics befe his 19 gars in Parliament - he was
Leader of Bradfrd City Council fom 1988 to 1990 - Pickles can be assumed teeha
found his niche in the Coalition Gernment. His past caught up with him when our
very own strategic planning expe€hristopher Hugheseminded him of their paths
crossing in Bradfd some ars ag. He was aséd by Christopher if the Geernment
will ensue that Parish antown Councils ae fit for purpose in the implementation of
Neighbourhood Plangspecial if Quality Parish Council status hast yo be sought.
As with all his esponsedje deft) side-stepped in true political fashion.

Summing up his message to Civic SocidtiesSecetary of State saidBe ready!
Get crackingbe ready to hit the gound running when the Localisfct comes in to
force. Decide what pu're going to do and let gur local council catch up withoy!'

And with that he made avft exit, microphone still attached (but immediagel
switched off y YHACS Chairman &inTrickett, before it caused anembarass
ment),his minder éllowing in hot pursuit. 2




Our French Connection

In October we welcomed Maxime
Giboulot to Ripon ér a shott visit;he
sav our important historic and civic
buildingspur Market Squae and old
streets,our museums and gdensand
he learnt something of the city's histor
and achitecture,as well as its business
and commecte.

A recent graduate in Business
Administration fom the Uniwersity of
Besancoraxime has been baseat f
three months as an intern attached to
Leeds Cividrust.

He looked at the state of high stets
throughoutYorkshire - how they are far
ing in these diffult economic times and
how they present themsebs. In his vis

Maxime Giboulot with Chairman David its to mary of the county's tvns and

Winpenny outside ¥erkhouse Museumcities he consulted civic
societies and examined thetop.

He presented some of higrfdings to therHACS regional meeting in Berley,
following in the wak of Eric Pickleswhilst his report on the high steets was
someavhat supeiitial,his comparisons of civic societiegm interestingwe were
pleased to see that Ripon Civic Sociebt €ull marks in his list of what's imper
tant - planning scrutinwebsite newsletter, plaguesawards,publishingtalks,visits
etc.

He thanled people ér their hospitalitymentioning thevorkshire food he had
tasted Wenslg/dale cheesabrkshire Pudling andigh and chipgye is thinking of
opening aish and chip shop on theest coast of FranceAnd he sheved off his
"Yorkshire English'owt' and 'nowvt' - rather good with a Fench accent ..

Committee News

At the AGM on 3 November the Chairman,ice-ChairmarTreasuer and Seatary
were re-elected without opposition and Elizabeth Bar andAndrew Curtis were
re-elected to the Egcutive Committee Kneale Barce stood davn after making
valiant effrts to attract nav corporate members - aary dificult task in these
straightened timesWe ar \ery grateful to Knealeor his had work and commit
ment to the society The three vacancie®f the Executie Committee hae been
filled:we ar very pleased to WwlcomeAnne Baver, Jackie & and Paul &rshav. We
hope they enjoy working in a friendl team andifid committee business inter

3 | esting.There's cetainly plenty @ing on right nv!

Around the Society

No change - no dharge

The last nevsletter said that the committee was considering a
charge to membersof each of our talks - in parto cover the
inceasingdes or our spealers. After further consideration the
committee has decided not to implement thiatks will

contin ue to be fr ee to membersbut non-members attending talks willypA3.00.

Pay up, please!

Please @member to pg your 2012 subscription bebre the end of Jarary. We
really do gpreciate ppmpt payment. Please send a cheque £12 (single mem
bership) or £18 (dual membership) to our membership s¢ary, dan Rosher at 3
Ronwg Avenue Ripon HG4 2NW If you pay by standing ader, please mak sue
that the pgment is made in Jaary. Thank yu!

Planning on the web

The Society'sesponses to planningglications can ne be bund on the vebsite -
www.riponcivicsocietyrg.uk. Also there are our response to Harogate Boough
Councils Sites anddticies Derelopment Plan Document (DPD) and thesponse
to the 'My Neighbourhood' psposals dr Kirkgate
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Diary dates- January to May 2012

Thursdy 6 Janary - Islands, Coastal Comm unities,
Histories, Connections : John Plummer

Thursdy 2 Februaly - The Zurbaran P aintings
at Auckland Castle (right):
Dr RobdrMcMannes

Thursdy 1 Mach - The Restoration of
the East Front of York Minster
(pictued lefty Dr Ribvad Shephar

Thursdg 12April - NB:the SECOND Thursdy
Trees inTowns - Friend or F oe? : Alan
Simson
Thursdy 3 My - World Herita ge Sites -
including
Saltair e : Craig McHugh

Meetings ta& place on theifst Thursdg of the month inAllhallo wgate
Methodist Chur ch Hall, Victoria Gr ove, Ripon, at 7.30pm.

www.riponcivicsocietyrg.uk 4
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OUT AND ABOUT IN 2012
Visits to noith and south planned!

Many of you responded to our questionnair e about possib le visits in
2012:thank y ou. It was helpful in that most of y ou were inter ested in
going to the places w e suggested, but y our pr eferences for par ticular
dates and mode of transpor t pr oduced inconclusiv e results!
Nevertheless, decisions have to be made! So her e are the plans for 2012.

A Saxon chur ch and the castle of
the Prince Bishops

Monday 16 April 2012
We're organising a trip to Escomb Clalr and
Auckland Castle on Mongal6April. We'll use
our own cars or this;the route is quite straight
forward and it will be cheger than @ing by
coach.We encourage qu to offer space in gur
cars to ayone who needs transporplease indi
cate on theenclosed form whether you are
offering or require a lift.
Escomb Chur ch (left)is very special - a
beautifuly-presenved Saxon chuh that's still in use
We'll be gien a shot talk about it and thee are
artefactsdisplgs and irdrmation boads to look at.
Auckland Castle (belav), built as a medieal

hunting lodgedr the Prince Bishop#ias been the
home of the Bishop of Durhamdm 1832 and to
the thirteen huge paintings of Oléstament

patriarchs ly serenteenth-centuy Spanish gist, Francisco de Zurburanacquied

by Bishoplrevor in 1756.

In Mach 2011 businessma

Dbnathan Ruér offered £15

million to sae them fom

being sold ¥ the Church

CommissionersWe'll have

a guided tour of the State

Rooms and the Chgel.

*The Zurbaran painting®:
the subject of a talk to tl

5 Society on Z2bruay.

And in the summer

We're planning a visit to Brawmifd's impessie Under cliffe Cemeter y (belav
left) and Saltair e World Heritage Site{belav,cente) onWednesdg 4 dily and to
Halifax (belav ight)on Satuday 18 August. Please indicate on the enclosexirm
if you are interested in g@ing on these tripshooking detailsdr these will be
enclosed with the\pril newsletter.
*Saltaie will 6rm pat of a talk to the Society on 3 May:
please see the 2012gmmme caf for details of all the talks

Gazers from near and &r on Heritage Open Day

A steady steam of peopledund their wg to the Gazebo in Septembeoifits
customay Sundg afternoon opening
for Heritage Open Dgs. Visitors ae
usualy curioussometimes sceptical,
as the arive at the unassuming
1980s cae home But as thg
emerge fom the little passagesy
into the gaden and ound the end of
the Gazebo'sear walltheir reac
tions range fom benusement to
sheer delight.

There were about 75 visitors this
time, including a couple dm London
who were stg/ing in Ripondr the
weelend as a lerak in their coast-to-
coast cycle ride - aqute that has

quicklyy become popular and is aegt asset to the city's potential tourismayvth.

We're \ery grateful to eeryone who helped in wicoming the visitors and sell
ing leaflets and book3.hank yu! 5




NEW BOUND ARIES PRODUCE AWARD WINNERS

Hadfall -Winner of the Heléihitehead
Avard for Best Bject

This year's Awards
Ceremony at the Spa
Hotel on 6 October was a
memorab le occasion.
Mor e guests than ever
before were invited and on
the night almost 100 gath -
ered in the Ballr oom.

For the first time in the
Society's histoy avard-winners
came fom villages aund
Ripon as wll as the city itself -
and to mark this & decided to
consider pojects fom the last
three years.With mary villages
taking on the efurbishment of
their village hall - or building a
new one - it wasn't surprising

that three village halls - Digirith, North Stainlg andWath - eatured in the avards.
And there were other outstanding pjects - the nev narthex and balcoy in
Holy Trinity Church,the restoration of the Gatehouse at Magkield Hall the cut

mination of Hackfall's painstakingrawvakening
and a brilliant egrcise in sustainability on the
FountainsAbbey and Studhg Royal Estate
Mentioning these last tiee places brings
to mind what an incedible historigarchitec
tural and natural landspa we have on our
doorstep:it seems ony right that we should
recognise all thisNo other civic society can
boast an exquisite medieal brtified manoy
a Eupopa Nostra Laueate winner and a
World Heritage Site within its bounds.

Not surprisingy,in these extraodinaty
places and also in thevard-winning
village halls large teams of dedicated
people vere involved - trusteesarchitects,
builderscraftsmen and manmore including
several who gse their time and skills
voluntarily. The Rt Hon.James Ramsdem,
former President of the Societywas one of

7 these:his love for Hackfallhis vision

Dishbrth Village Hall

and his commit
ment to its
restoration were
recognised when
we gae him the
bhnWhitehead
award. This is a
truly outstanding
achiaement.

We warmiy
congratulate Jame
and all the others
who strove tire-
lessy to complete
their projects.

James Ramsden,
Winner of the John
Whitehead\vard

For a complete list Ahard winnes,see the
Society’'websit@vwwriponcivicsocigisg.uk

The intaor of the estoed
Gatehouse at Mankfeld Hall

Making a point

RCS hasesponded to the consultationdm
HBC's 'My Neighbourhood' dffe about the
possible pedestrianisation of Kirkgaté&
meeting of inteested paties has since been
held to discuss hw the scheme might oper
ate. We hare suppoted pedestrianisation in
principle - it is one of the points made in ou
traffic policy that ve first put forward seseral
years ag - but we pointed out flavs in the
detail,especiall in arangementsdr deliveries
to businesses in the siet. We also suggeste
that, if the achway from Kirkgate to the aea
behind is closed and all trizfiis required to
approach the aea fiom the Sainsbuyfs store
end,this could lead to the mch-needed
regeneration of that delict space



