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Do you have a ticket for Dr Simon
Thurley's talk 'Goodbye Old England -
does anyone out there care?' on 11
April? IF NOT - HURRY!

The talk is a must for anyone interest-
ed in heritage and conservation and we
are pleased to say that members of civic
societies as far afield as Wakefield and
Scarborough will be attending.Holy
Trinity Church has the most comfortable
seats in Ripon and its excellent down-
stairs facilities mean that we can easily
serve light refreshments afterwards. The
Church seats more than 200 people -
and this is an event not to be missed -
so please buy your tickets now!  

They are available from the Secretary
(address on back page) and cost £8 for
RCS members,£10 for others:please
send a SAE.You can also get them from
the Tourist Information Centre on
Minster Road or at the door.

W E B S I T E  U P DAT E
If you haven't seen our
new website, take a
look now!   There are
still one or two things
to add,but it already
gives a good picture
of who and what we
are. It includes the
Ripon Gazette 
articles and we shall

tr y to keep it up to date with news.
www.riponcivicsociety.org.uk  

T ICK ET T IME FOR TH URL EY TALK!

Above right - Dr Simon Thurley,Chief Executive of English Heritage

We warmly welcome yet more new
members and we hope that you will be
able to attend our members' meetings,
which are usually held on the first
Thursday of each month.Building work
at our usual venue is now complete, so
we shall be back at Allhallowgate Church
Hall for our meetings on Thursday 
3 April and Thursday 1 May:a list of all
the meetings from now through to the
end of 2008 is on the back page.

A W ARM WE L COME

CIVIC



W ork expected on
Cabmen's Shelter
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At the Society’s Forum on the
Environment on 6 March our speakers
dealt with some thorny and thought-
provoking subjects,from packaging and
recycling,through wheelie bins,refuse
collection and street cleaning to eco-
friendly houses,planning decisions and
accountability - and Ripon's traffic 
problems.

Cllr Richard Cooper, Cabinet
Member for the Environment at
Harrogate Borough Council said that it
is the policy of the Council to discour-
age plastic bag use by local supermarkets
and other retailers.The Council is also
encouraging local supermarkets to lobby
suppliers of products to use less 
wasteful packaging.

We have been concerned for some
time about the bad state of repair of the
Cabmen's Shelter.

When Ripon Civic Society handed it
over to Ripon City Council,there was
written agreement that the Council
would take care of it.

We wrote to the Mayor, both last
year and again this January, asking him to
take action to restore and refurbish this
unique and special structure. At last,
after more wet and windy weather has
wreaked havoc with its fragile exterior,
plans are afoot to r epair and re-paint the
shelter.

We are grateful for the assistance of
Cllrs Kenn Hart and David Parnaby in
liaising with 38 Engineer Regiment at
Claro Barracks:it is hoped that soldiers
from this regiment - or other service
personnel - will start work on it as soon
as possible this year. We shall continue
to monitor progress.

Meanwhile, we are still awaiting a
response from English Heritage to our
request that the Cabmen's Shelter is 
listed. Perhaps its Chief Executive could
be persuaded of its worthiness when he 
visits on 11 April!

FORUM PROVOKES
THOUGHTSON
ENVIRONMENT



Dr John W hitehead MBE
Bequest enables Society
to make donation to
Museum TrustJohn Whitehead,

a member of Ripon
Civic Society from
its earliest years and
a former Chairman
and latterly a Vice-
President,died
peacefully at home
on the morning of
Good Friday, 21
March. He was 90.

He was a distin-
guished research chemist,who, after
moving to Ripon in 1971,became an
enthusiastic campaigning member of the
fledgling civic society, helping to rescue
The House of Correction from becom-
ing a wine bar and setting in place the
mechanism to establish the Ripon
Museum Trust,of which he became the
first President.His vision and determina-
tion resulted in the opening of the Prison
and Police Museum in 1984,the
Workhouse Museum in 1996 and the
Courthouse Museum in 2001.

Dr Whitehead's interests were
boundless - he was keenly involved in
many other societies and organisations
in Ripon and he was politically very
aware, but his family was most dear to
him.

His wife, Helen,died many years ago:
she had been Secretary of Ripon Civic
Society and was instrumental,too, in
identifying the vital importance of saving
Ripon's unique 'law and order' buildings
and transforming them from redundant
institutions into attractive re-creations of
Victorian life. She is remembered in the
special RCS annual award presented in
her name for outstanding achievement
and excellence.

Both John and Helen Whitehead con-
tributed enormously to Ripon Civic
Society's strong and respected identity.
We send our sympathy to Mandy and to
all the Whitehead family and we are very
grateful for what they have all given to
our city.

The Society has made a substantial
donation to the future development of
the Ripon Workhouse Museum,thanks
to a bequest from Joan Smith,one of its
most loyal and long-standing members.

The Society's Executive Committee
agreed to make the donation in recogni-
tion of the work that Ripon Museum
Trust has done in establishing the
Workhouse, Police and Prison and
Courthouse Museums,and to assist the
Trust in its future plans.Ripon Museum
Trust was set up in 1981 under the aus-
pices of Ripon Civic Society.

The further development of the
Workhouse Museum will benefit the city,
and is very much in keeping with the
aims of the Civic Society. In conjunction
with the grant recently announced for
the Museum from the Heritage Lottery
Fund,our donation will help to unlock
further sums from other sources.We
are pleased once again to be able to help
with an enterprise that brings tourists
and income to the city, as well as provid-
ing an insight into the city's past - and
especially as the Trust is part of the Civic
Society's 'family'.
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The Yorkshire and Humberside
Association of Civic Societies will hold a
quarterly meeting on Saturday 19 April,

from 1.00 pm to 4.00 pm in the
Main Hall of York Council for
Voluntary Service,Priory Street,
York, an easy 10-minute walk from
the railway station. Rachel Glossop
from the Environment Agency will
talk on flooding in our region,with
particular emphasis on planning and
climate change.

On Saturday 25 October YHACS
will be coming to Ripon for its meet-

ing - we look forward to hosting them.
Earlier,on 17 May,RCS will welcome a

group from Lancaster Civic Society.
Members of our Committee will show
them round the city. They have offered us
a return visit to Lancaster.

Subscriptions,please!
About half our

members have not yet
paid their 2008 sub-
scriptions,due at the
beginning of the year.
If you are guilty of
this,please pay up
now and make the life

of our Membership Secretary easier!  
RCS membership is incredibly good

value,with eight members' meetings each
year providing stimulating evenings with a
variety of topics and,as well,the Awards
evening and AGM. In addition,there will
be a social event and a summer visit (see
back page) this year for only a small
charge -  and an ever-increasing number
of newsletters!  

Our committee works unstintingly to
protect and conserve our local heritage
and is doing its best to keep you well-
informed about important local issues,so
please support us with prompt payments
and your attendance at our events.

Have you caught up with the column
from the Civic Society in the Ripon
Gazette each Friday?

Each week we
take a look at
something in the
city that has caught
our attention,and
provide a com-
ment on it from
the Society’s point
of view.

Recent topics
have included the Spa Baths
and the Cabmen’s Shelter, garden-grab-
bing for development,the importance of
terraced housing,conservation areas
and the purpose of listing buildings and
planning regulations.We have also
looked at finials on top of buildings and
the ways in which brickwork is laid.

There has been a good deal of posi-
tive reaction to the pieces - and some
argument,which is all to the good!

Society Vice-President Maurice Taylor
has been busy writing again,and
his new
book will be
published in
June - see
page 6 for
details of the
launch.

In the
meantime, if
you haven’t
bought ‘The
Historic Streets
of Ripon’ yet, it
is still  available
at Members’
Meetings at the
special price of £5.00 to Civic Society
members,and at the normal price of
£6.00 in local shops,including North
Light Studio and ‘the gallery’ in Kirkgate,
and at Philip Hall department store in
Fishergate.

Getting our vie ws across .. .

Br ought to book

This newsletter is published by Ripon Civic Society 
Reg.Charity no:517434.
www.riponcivicsociety.org.uk

YHACS Meetings - York and Ripon
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Two public meetings were held last
month,one hosted by Cllr Kenn Hart to
discuss the siting of the proposed new
swimming pool,and one
hosted by Ripon Civic
Society to discuss the
future of the existing
building.

As a result,several
groups are working
together to get
Harrogate Borough
Council not to rush
through its plans but
to delay any decision
on the future of the
Spa Baths until full
consultation with the
people of Ripon has
taken place.

Harrogate Borough Council claims
'widespread public support' from people
in Ripon for its plans - based on fewer
than 150 responses to a very limited
question about the desirability of a new
pool,and with a short deadline.

Ripon Civic Society supports the
provision of a new pool - but we do
NOT support the proposal that the
existing Spa Baths site should be used
for housing.That would mean the loss 

RIPON ’S SPA BA THS UNDE R THR EAT 
How YOU can help - sign the petit ion NO W!

5

of public access to the interi-
ors,especially the spectacularly-
tiled foyer. Working with 
others,we shall continue to
oppose these plans.

You can help. Please sign
the petition, organised with
the support of the Civic
Society and other interested
groups under the 'Save our Spa'
banner,as soon as possible;
the closing date is 8 April .

It is available at many places
around the city - fifty of the
city's shops,pubs and services
have it - and it can be down-
loaded from our website - you
can also sign on-line.There is

already well in excess of 1000 signatures,
showing how much strong feeling the
matter has raised in the city.

There are moves underway to 
develop business

plans that
could allow
the Spa Baths
to be put to
charitable or
alternative
community
use, while rais-
ing funds for a
new pool-
based facility
on a ‘more
appropriate’
site than Camp
Close - there is 
considerable

opposition to using the open playing
fields next to the Leisure Centre to
build a new pool.

Co-Chairman David Winpenny met
Guardian journalist Martin Wainwright in
the city on 5 March and gave him the
Civic Society's views on the future use
of the Spa Baths.He contacted the
Society through the website - so it is
already producing results!.



Programme:Apr il to December 2008

Summer visit
Another date for

your diary!  On
Thursday 3 July we
hope to visit two
fine churches by
William Burges - 
St Mary's Church at
Studley Royal and
Christ the Consoler
at Skelton.
Afterwards we
expect to have a
meal at The Black
Lion,Skelton. It should be both an
uplifting and a very convivial evening.

Study Day and 40th Anniversary lunch
We hope to hold a study day in October - more details will be available soon.On 

Saturday 15 November there will be a grand celebration of our 40th anniversary as we
meet at the Spa Hotel for a special lunch.This will be a landmark occasion.Don't miss it!

Thursday 3 April 7.30 pm Allhallowgate
Church Hall

Church Glass with reference to Ripon
Cathedral: Mr A M Alderson

Friday 11 April 7.30 pm Hol y Trinity
Chur ch

Goodb ye Old England - does an y-
one out ther e care?:Dr Simon
Thurley (Entry by ticket: see Page1)

Thursday 1 May 7.30 pm Allhallowgate
Church Hall

The Perils of Planning:David Allenby
(Chief Planning Officer, HBC)

Thursday 5 June tbc Thorpe
Prebend House

Social evening and book launch

Thursday 3 July tbc

Thursday, 4
September

7.30 pm venue to be
announced

A Trip to Antarctica:Dr Derek Jeary

Thursday 2 
October

7.30 pm Town Hall Awards Evening (please note 
amended date)

Thursday 6
November

7.30 pm venue to be
announced

Annual General Meeting

Saturday 15
November

tbc Ripon Spa
Hotel

40th Anniversary lunch

Thursday 4
December

7.30 pm venue to be
announced

Slides of Yorkshire:Mr D Alread

Visit to the churches by William Burges at Studley
and Skelton followed by a meal (optional) at The
Black Lion at Skelton
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Garden Party
We shall be having

a Garden Party at
Thorpe Prebend
House on Thursda y
5 June. At this
event Maurice Taylor
will be launching his
latest book - about
the ghosts of Ripon.
Keep this date free!

Summer and autumn
highlights

Address for correspondence:The Secretary,Ripon Civic Society,Victoria Villa,
Princess Road,Ripon HG4 1HW   e-mail:info@riponcivicsociety.org.uk 


