@ Thursday 6 November 7.30pm
Allhallovgate Methodist Chugh Hall
ANNU AL GENERAL MEETING
Guest speadr: to be confrmed

@ Saturday 15 November
12.30pm for 1.00pm
Ripon Spa Hotel
40TH ANNIVERSAR Y LUNCH
Speakr:The Dean of Ripon

@ Thursday 4 December 7.30pm
Allhallovgate Methodist Chugh Hall
SLIDES OF YORKSHIRE
Mr D Alread

2009

September 2008
to Jamary 2009

o Thursday, 4 September 7.30pm

Allhallovgate Methodist Chuh Hall {

A TRIP TO ANT ARCTICA
Dr Derek &ary

@ Thursday 2 October 7.30pm
Town Hall
AW ARDS EVENING
(please note amended date and thewe)

@ Saturday 11 October
9.45am for 10.00 am
Thorpe Pebend Houseaboe
STUDY MORNING
Nigel Ravlinson:Ripon Civic Society
Harvey Dowdy:Durham CityVision

@ Thursday 8 Jaruary 7.30 pm
venue to be conirmed
THE RESTORATION OF
HOLGA TE WINDMILL
(abwve bebre restoation)
BobAnderton

Ripon Civic Society is a Reggis@iraty, No:517434
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RIPON CIMIC SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER

Autumn 2008

COME AND JOIN US AS WE

CELEBRATE

This year Ripon
Civic Society is
40 years old.

And no w its y our
chance to cele -
brate f our decades
of our w ork in
helping to mak e Ripon a better
place to liv e.

On Satuday 15 November we are
having a grand celebration of our 40th
anniersaly with a special lunch at the
Spa Hotel.Please come and join us
there!

The costfor a three-course meal in
the Hotels eleganferrace Roomjs £20
per person.There will be a choice of
starter and pudling on the dg;the main
course is past pork or a egetarian
alternative. A vegan option will be\ait
able on equest. Coffee is includedyut
not drinks.

Do join us on this special occasion -
dont leave it to the 50thAnniversaly!

We shall gather at the Spa Hotel at
12.30 6r 1.00 pm. Husbandswives or
partners of members a \ery welcome
TheVery Re/'d Keith dikes,Dean of
Ripon,an honoray member of RCSwill
speak to us after the lunch.

AT THE SPA

To male sue of your place write -
by 18 Octoberplease - to the Seetary
atVictoriaVilla,Princess RoadRipon
HG4 1HW. Give your name(s)address
and telephone umber and tell usqur
choice of main coursePlease enclose a
cheque 6r the total, made pgable to
Ripon Civic Society

This will be a landmark
occasion - put it in y our diar vy,
now. Don't miss it!

Also in this issue:

Consewation aeas / Our suvey ....... 2
Study Morning / Spa Baths............ 3
Gazebo AGM ..........ccoiiiiiiiii. 4
Awards Ceemory .............coouenn.. 5

Cabmers Shelter / Social occasions. .7
Ghosts Book Visit fom Lancaster.....6
Diarydates .............coviiiinen... 8




Appraisal - and r e-appraisal

We had last-miate notice of Harogate
Borough Council's (HBC)mpraisal of the
Bishopton Conser vation Area. HBC
had aleady contacted locaksidents to
invite them to the walkabout and erkshop
on the evening ofWednesdg 4 dine and
three members of the Ripon Civic Society
committee managed to attend asll This
little consewation aea is detached ém the
large Ripon ConsefationArea which vent
through a length gppraisal tevards the end
of last summer

Bishopton is gry attractive and ery
specialwith an inteesting variety of god
buildings and landgoes that nust be
presened. We looked paticularly at the
vistas near the Rér Larer and ecommend
ed that the conseration aea is extended in
order to prevent ingpropriate deelop-
ment.

Eweryone ageed that the deelict barn
should be demolished and trewas general
concern about the dangeus traffc on the
narow road with its sharp corners and lack
of proper footpath.

Nigel Ravlinsonthe SocietyVice-
Chairmanhas since written
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to HBC, making futher comments and sug
gestionsbearing in mind that the st side
of RIpon my well be targeteddr develop-
ment within the next 20 gars.

Since then w hase receiwed copies of
HBC's gpraisal of the main Ripon
ConsewvationArea - quite a large
document belav lef). GrahamTurner, our
Planning Ofter, and Nigel Ralinson hae
respondedcommenting on theevision of
its boundaries and our concern that &r
BankTOﬂ has not been includeddBC will
revise the documentnce it has consid
ered the comments of all the consultees.

surveying the
dltizens

TheYorkshire and
HumbersideAssociation

of Civic Societies (YHBS)

encouraged all its members

to organise a specialkent between 21 and
29 ding to highlight the vark of civic
societies in 'Civic Societidt/eek’. RCS
decided to deise a simple questionnaito
use in a city-ceng sumey.

On a Satuday, Thursdg and Sunda
morning ve (genty!) accosted people in the
city centre and asid them what thg
consideed Ripon's best and avst features
to be, and what impovements thg would
like to see

We noted whether thg lived in Riponpr
in the surounding district or whether thg
were visiting fom further afeld. We had an
interesting time speaking to a wideoss-
section of people ageddm nine to ninety
yearsfrom marlet-trader to sophisticated
Londoner - and their angers were very
revealing.

Pauline GimsorRatricia kddon and
ChrisTunnad did sterling vork on the
survey and helped to pyduce neasf 300
responsesWe gpreciate their valuable
help \ery much. The responses h& been
collated and will be the basis of our
discussion at the beginning of tBéudy
Morning in October (see page f more
information).

Left in limbo

It's neary ten
months nav
since English
Heritage
received our
submission - a
dossier of phe
togrephs and
description -
askingdr the
Cabmen's
Shelter in the
Market Squae
to be listed.
The London
office has at last
sent it to the
regional ofte in
York and we
hope that a
decision on its
future will soon
be made
Curiousl,
Ripon City
Council said this month (August) that it
does not wish to hee the shelter listedas
it will incur too much expenseln fact the
council has no peers to object;listing is
done solgy on the merit of the structue.

If it is listed the City Counciks its
owner, is duty-bound to maitain it properly
- as indeed the Council aged to do when
the Civic Society mrsented the shelter to it
some ears ag.

We look forward to seeing the council
actualy organising itsafurbishmentas it
promised to do earlier this gar

Pleasantly social occasions
In &ine we enjo/ed a cowivial eening at
Thorpe Pebend Housewhen Maurice
Taylor launched his latest book - about
Ripon's ghosts - accompanieg sdome
fiendish illustrationsMaurice is famouf
his ghost walks aund Riponfortunatel
the long dalight of a balm dine evening
kept ary nightmarish ghouls andlgins
avay.

We ar \ery grateful to one of our mem
bers br a geneous donation to ceer the
costs of this @ry pleasant eening.
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The bllowing month Daid Thornton gae
us a guided tour of St Mgis Chuch,
Studlg and - later the same ga of the
Church of Christ the ConsoleiSlelton.
David pointed out map remarkabledatures
inWilliam Burges' designdé€tail fom Sklton
belwv); it was inteesting to compag and
contrast these tw fine chuches.We
rounded off the da with a meal aThe
Black LionSlelton.

Soggy on the Square

Following our successful stall at lagtay's
‘Independents’ D&, which launched an
upsurge in membershipumberswe again
had a pominent pitch in the Markt Squae
alongside manof Ripon's independent
traders. On a rairy Satuday in dily a rum-
ber of people - including seral members
of the Federation of Cathedral Old
Choristers'Associations visiting Ripon that
weelkend - shaved an inteest in our stall
and some of them bought Maurice's books.
Bebre the rain &Il in such a grat deluge
that it sent everyone fleeingdr cover that
morningwe welcomed thee nev members
to RCS.




GHOSTL Y

APP EAR ANCE S

MauriceTaylor's new

books hae been selling l&

hot cales this yar Have you bought wpur
copies gt?

GHOST SDORIES F&M AROUND
RIPONAND OTHER DARKTALES OHHE
PASTwas launched at the socialening in
Jine andwith its ghoulish tales andymstert
ous hgpenings it is pving to be as popu
lar asTHE HISDRIC STREETS OF RIPON

It chronicles a raltitude of odd events
and ghostl gppearances in the cityrhey
include the white jocky seen in what was
once the grandstand of thermer Ripon
Racecoursgnow part of the Cathedral
Choir School inWVhitcliffe Lanea khaki-clad
World War | soldier who apeaed in the
projection box of the former Palladium
Cinema in Kirkgateand a hooded monk at

StAnne'sAlmhouses on
High StAgnesgate
Ripon Civic Society
members can obtain
GHOST SDRIES
FFROM AROUND
RIPONfor £6.00 at
members' meetings
andTHE HISDORIC
STREETS OF RIPON
is £5.00 to members.
Both books ae on
sale (at the full price)
in the Cathedralthe Tourist
Information Offce, Philip HallandAlan
Matthews' North Light Studio in Kirkgate
They male ideal giftsso why not start your
Christmas shopping eaf
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Members and friends
thr ong to Thurle y

InApril we welcomed
people fom acioss the
county who were keen
to hear what Dr Simon
Thurley, Chief Executive
of English Heritagéad
to say in his talk
lamenting the demise of
'Old England'.

He illustrated the
light of mawg neglected
uildings theatened

decy or demolition,ranging fom churches,
schools andwimming pools(!) to factories
and farm buildingand urged us to tak
action whee possible

It was a ing visit iy a ratherunwell
Dr Thurley, but he did hge time to tale an
informed look at the Cathedrathe Marlet
Squae and the Spa Baths and tovegust a
bowl of soup afThe Old Deaney.

We were pleased to ha hosted a
successful lectarby such a ppminent
consewration expet and we hope it's the
first of mary similar @ents.

Lancaster lands in Ripo

Roger Frankland,
Chairman of
Lancaster Civic
Societybrought
about 50 of his
members to
Ripon one rather
f\:ﬂhily Satuday in

.

Once their
large coach had
slowly negtiated
its way into
Ripon thee was
just time br a
whistle-stop tour

of the Cathedral with DaidWinpenry and
a slighty abridged vie of the city cente
with Nigel Ravlinson bebre they snatched
a hasty lunch and
beetled off to Marknfeld Hall. Afternoon
tea at the nearp Cascade Gaen Cente
rounded off their visit.

We hope that RCS can mala return
visit to Lancasterifduding théshton
Memoial,abwé next summer

DOUBLE VISION
FOR STULY MORNING

The subject of the next
study morningpn
Satuday 11 October
will be 20/20 Vision

for two historic cities:
Durham andpf course
Ripon.

We ar especiayl
pleased that Hary Dowdy, Regeneration
Manager at
Durham City
Visionhas
ageed to speak
about the vork
she is curently
involved in at
Durham. She is
a cativating
spealker and she
has nuch expe
rience of both
urban planning and consation
projects - she was a member of the team
that restored Gale Mill near Haves,which
came thid in the BBC 'Restoration‘veards
in 2004.

The morning will begin with a psenta
tion giving a brief angdis of the Civic
Societies'Week suwey, with a discussion

about the
future of
Ripon -
covering
tourism and
commece
and hav we
present our
buildings,
with partic-
ular refer-
ence to the
Marlet
Squae and
how traffic and parking can best be
managed.

Please maka note of this date inqur
diary now so that you can ind out what
people fom near and far think about Ripon!
And Durham's plans could giwis some
inspiration as & help to steer Ripon
through the next tventy years.
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SPA BATHS - SO FAR,
A SORRY SAGA

What is the cur rent state of pla y with
Ripon’s Spa Baths?

Ripon Civic Society has objected to
Harrogate Boough Council (HBC)'spplica
tions to demolish the19303dpool structeir
behind the 1904 tintage anddr permission
to build houses on the site and to ceert
the wings into maisonettes.We are also
objecting to the plansof the new pool on
Camp Close HBC threw out the nev Pool
plansand withdew the grandiose plangif
the Spa Baths siterhich looled like an inflat
ed Georgian county house not in keping
with the1904 building or the Spa Ghms.

New housing plans ke been submitted;
they now resemble an affe block in Slough.
The 'maisonette’ plans & hadly changed,
and tale no account of the original tikeork
in the wingsWe have again submitted our
objections.

HBCS rush is spued by its wish to
finalise plans befe its Local Deelopment
Framevork changes later thisear The site
will be worth less thenas moe afbrdable
houses will be equired. It has gien the
hospital authorities until the end of theegr
to malke an ofér to buy the buildingf this
resulted in contined public access the Civic
Society vould be pleased.HBChas said that
anyone else with ideas and cash taopect
the Spa Baths and fund ampool should
come brward immediatel - but also that it
wont talk to arnyone else!

Ripon Civic Society will contire to work
with others to try to obtain a sensible out
come to this sory sagéahe result of HBGS
undeestimation of the sength of publiceel
ing about the Spa BathslBChas nav
announced another public consultation - their
first was woefully inadequateWe hope that
all our memberstheir families and friends will
male their viewvs known to HBC.




Gaze at the Gazho

Heres Ripors 18th-cen
tury Gazebo fom the
back - the on} view
usualy available If you
want to see the whole
thing - and g inside - it
will will be open on the
afternoon of Sundal4
September fom 2 - 4 pmas pat of the
national Heritage Open DBa. This inteest
ing gaden building was builtyothe owners
of 7-8 Park Swet (now Park Steet
Surgey). We're avare that some people
have had diftulty inding it on pevious
open dgs. This year it will be well-signpost
ed:access is tlough Blossomgate Cotr
shelteed housing on Blossomgate (near
Holy Trinity Church.)

YHACS in Ripon

Peter Cooper,who is the
Chairman of the
Yorkshir e and
Humberside
Association of Civic
Societies, has been ery
keen to hold a meeting
Ripon.
We are delighted to sathat delegates ém
Civic Societies allver the region will be in
the Ripon on Satuley 25 October as
YHACS hold its autumn meeting herThey
will meet atAllhallovgate Methodist Chuh
Hall from 1.00pm to 4.00pm.

We are \ery pleased to wlcomeYHACS
and ve hope that seeral RCS members will
be at the meeting.
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Call br new
committee
members ..

Our ANNU AL
GENERAL MEETING
is onThursdg,

6 November at
Allhallovngate Chuch
Hall. Please doqur best
to attend - this is an
important business
meeting ér the society

We really need to augment the
committee - at pesent vwe hae a total of
ten committee membersncluding the
Chairman and other Oiifers,and we would
like to have up to bur more.

We hae lots of exciting things in ster
for 2009 and ve hare much impotant work
to do which we feel should be shad out
between moe people

If you think you can put pur skills and
expettise to good use we should be
delighted to hear fsm you.

Please e-maihfo@riponcivicsocietyrg
or telephone 01765 608320 iby can help

A ME MOR ABL E AW ARD

The anmal AW ARDS
CEREMONY is on
Thursdg 2 October in
the Town Hall pelav).
Please note the change
of venue for this time.
We have a nav awvard

this year in memoty of Dr bhnWhitehead,
aVice-Pesident anddrmer Chairman of
RCSwho died in Mach. The avard is br a
person,institution or scheme that has made
a \ery signiftant contribution to the built
environment or civic lié of Ripon.

We hope that as mgnmembers as possi
ble we join us ér the ceremory;it is one of
our main eents of the yar and \ery impor-
tant in keeping our pofile high in the city
And it's good to meet the mag avard win-
ners,too!

CivicTrust Database

The CivicTrust,to which Ripon Civic
Society is aiffated,is keen to collect mem
bers' contact details on a national datahase
so that it can commanicate quickl and easi
ly by e-mail and so be merefective in its
campaigning in matters of national impor
tance for example the ecent Planning Bill.
We should lile to have your views on
whether you wish to hae your details put
on this databasePlease e-mail io@ripon-
civicsocietyorg telling us whatgu think
about this.
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Awar d-winning craftsmanship

On a recentAugust @ening a goup from
the committee visitedresle furniture,
winners of both the Craftsmanship and
HelenWhiteheadAwards at our 2007
Awards Ceemory. Owner and Managing
Director Jstin Barlett &bove left gae us a
guided tour of their pemises The Old
Maltingsnext to Thirsk station.About 50
people ae emplged there.

We learnt about the pocess of manfac
ture from raw materials - hadwood from
sustainalgbkmanagedofests - to fhished
product. Treske has long been kmen for its
exquisite dining tables and chairmre
recenty it has supplied chahes and cathe
drals,including St Paul's Cathedral and St
George's Chpel Windsor Castlewith
beautiful-designed furnishing$tesle is
currently making ne chairs ér Ripon
Cathedral and will maktables out of the
old pews. Our visit finished with an evious
look at some state-of-the-akitchens.

Blossoming and fuit ful

We hae been buged up ly a terific
increase in our membership in the last
twelve months.We have been delighted to
welcome 46 n& membersjncluding thee
honorary membersWe have lost ten mem
bers,but our present total of 160 epre-
sents a healthstate of affairsWith a busy
programme of talksyisits and lots of wrk
by committee members orfor example
planning pplicationsconsewration aeas,
awards and the Spa Baths campaRB8S has
blossomed thisear and its wrk in mary
vital aeas is bearing fruit.




