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Autumn 2008

September 2008
to January 2009

Thursday, 4 September 7.30pm
Allhallowgate Methodist Church Hall

A TRIP TO ANT ARCTICA
Dr Derek Jeary

Thursda y 2 October 7.30pm
Town Hall

AW ARDS EVENING
(please note amended date and the venue)

Satur day 11 October 
9.45am for 10.00 am
Thorpe Prebend House (above)

STUDY MORNING
Nigel Rawlinson:Ripon Civic Society
Harvey Dowdy:Durham City Vision

Thursda y 6 November 7.30pm
Allhallowgate Methodist Church Hall

ANNU AL GENERAL MEETING
Guest speaker: to be confirmed

Satur day 15 November
12.30pm  f or 1.00pm

Ripon Spa Hotel
40TH ANNIVERSAR Y LUNCH

Speaker:The Dean of Ripon

Thursda y 4 December 7.30pm
Allhallowgate Methodist Church Hall

SLIDES OF YORKSHIRE
Mr D Alread

2009

Thursda y 8 Januar y 7.30 pm
venue to be confirmed

THE RESTORATION OF  
HOLGA TE WINDMILL 

(above,before restoration)
Bob Anderton
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This year Ripon
Civic Society is
40 years old.
And no w its y our
chance to cele -
brate f our decades
of our w ork in

helping to mak e Ripon a better
place to liv e.

On Saturday 15 November we are 
having a grand celebration of our 40th
anniversary with a special lunch at the
Spa Hotel.Please come and join us
there!

The cost,for a three-course meal in
the Hotel’s elegant Terrace Room,is £20
per person.There will be a choice of
starter and pudding on the day;the main
course is roast pork or a vegetarian
alternative. A vegan option will be avail-
able on request.Coffee is included,but
not drinks.

Do join us on this special occasion -
don’t leave it to the 50th Anniversary!

We shall gather at the Spa Hotel at
12.30 for 1.00 pm. Husbands,wives or
partners of members are very welcome.
The Very Rev'd Keith Jukes,Dean of
Ripon,an honorary member of RCS,will
speak to us after the lunch.

COME AND JOIN US AS WE

CELEBRATE AT THE SPA

To make sure of your place, write -
by 18 October, please - to the Secretary
at Victoria Villa,Princess Road,Ripon
HG4 1HW. Give your name(s),address
and telephone number and tell us your
choice of main course. Please enclose a
cheque for the total,made payable to
Ripon Civic Society.

This will be a landmark 
occasion - put it in y our diar y,
now. Don't miss it!

Also in this issue:
Conservation areas / Our survey .. . . . . . 2
Study Morning / Spa Baths .. . . . . .. . . . . . . 3
Gazebo / AGM .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Awards Ceremony .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Cabmen’s Shelter / Social occasions  .. . . 7
Ghosts Book / Visit from Lancaster .. . . . 6
Diary dates .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8Ripon Civic Society is a Registered Charity,No:517434



We had last-minute notice of Harrogate
Borough Council's (HBC) appraisal of the
Bishopton Conser vation Ar ea. HBC
had already contacted local residents to
invite them to the walkabout and workshop
on the evening of Wednesday 4 June and
three members of the Ripon Civic Society
committee managed to attend as well. This
little conservation area is detached from the
large Ripon Conservation Area which went
through a lengthy appraisal towards the end
of last summer.

Bishopton is very attractive and very 
special,with an interesting variety of good
buildings and landscapes that must be 
preserved. We looked particularly at the
vistas near the River Laver and recommend-
ed that the conservation area is extended in
order to prevent inappropriate develop-
ment.

Everyone agreed that the derelict barn
should be demolished and there was general
concern about the dangerous traffic on the
narrow road with its sharp corners and lack
of proper footpath.

Nigel Rawlinson,the Society’s Vice-
Chairman,has since written 

Appraisal - and r e-appraisal
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Surveying the
cit izens

The Yorkshire and 
Humberside Association 
of Civic Societies (YHACS)
encouraged all its members 
to organise a special event between 21 and
29 June, to highlight the work of civic 
societies in 'Civic Societies' Week'. RCS
decided to devise a simple questionnaire to
use in a city-centre survey.

On a Saturday,Thursday and Sunday
morning we (gently!) accosted people in the
city centre and asked them what they 
considered Ripon's best and worst features
to be, and what improvements they would
like to see.

We noted whether they lived in Ripon,or
in the surrounding district or whether they
were visiting from further afield. We had an
interesting time speaking to a wide cross-
section of people aged from nine to ninety
years,from market-trader to sophisticated
Londoner - and their answers were very
revealing.

Pauline Gimson,Patricia Lyddon and
Chris Tunnard did sterling work on the 
survey and helped to produce nearly 300
responses.We appreciate their valuable
help very much. The responses have been
collated and will be the basis of our 
discussion at the beginning of the Study
Morning in October (see page 3 for more
information).
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It's nearly ten
months now
since English
Heritage
received our
submission - a
dossier of pho-
tographs and
description -
asking for the
Cabmen's
Shelter in the
Market Square
to be listed.

The London
office has at last
sent it to the
regional office in
York and we
hope that a 
decision on its
future will soon
be made.

Curiously,
Ripon City

Council said this month (August) that it
does not wish to have the shelter listed,as
it will incur too much expense. In fact the
council has no powers to object;listing is
done solely on the merit of the structure.

If it is listed the City Council,as its
owner, is duty-bound to maintain it properly
- as indeed the Council agreed to do when
the Civic Society presented the shelter to it
some years ago.

We look forward to seeing the council
actually organising its refurbishment,as it
promised to do earlier this year.

Pleasantly social occasions
In June we enjoyed a convivial evening at
Thorpe Prebend House, when Maurice
Taylor launched his latest book - about
Ripon's ghosts - accompanied by some
fiendish illustrations.Maurice is famous for
his ghost walks around Ripon;fortunately
the long daylight of a balmy June evening
kept any nightmarish ghouls and goblins
away.

We are very grateful to one of our mem-
bers for a generous donation to cover the
costs of this very pleasant evening.

The following month David Thornton gave
us a guided tour of St Mary's Church,
Studley and - later the same day - of the
Church of Christ the Consoler, Skelton.
David pointed out many remarkable features
in William Burges' designs (detail from Skelton
below); it was interesting to compare and
contrast these two fine churches.We
rounded off the day with a meal at The
Black Lion,Skelton.

Following our successful stall at last year's
'Independents' Day',which launched an
upsurge in membership numbers,we again
had a prominent pitch in the Market Square
alongside many of Ripon's independent
traders. On a rainy Saturday in July a num-
ber of people - including several members
of the Federation of Cathedral Old
Choristers' Associations visiting Ripon that
weekend - showed an interest in our stall
and some of them bought Maurice's books.
Before the rain fell in such a great deluge
that it sent everyone fleeing for cover that
morning,we welcomed three new members
to RCS.

to HBC, making further comments and sug-
gestions,bearing in mind that the west side
of RIpon may well be targeted for develop-
ment within the next 20 years.

Since then we have received copies of
HBC's appraisal of the main Ripon
Conservation Area - quite a large 
document (below left). Graham Turner, our
Planning Officer, and Nigel Rawlinson have
responded,commenting on the revision of
its boundaries and our concern that Ure
Bank Top has not been included.HBC will
revise the document,once it has consid-
ered the comments of all the consultees.

Left in limbo

Soggy on the Square



Maurice Taylor's new
books have been selling like
hot cakes this year. Have you bought your
copies yet?  

GHOST STORIES FROM AROUND
RIPON AND OTHER DARK TALES OF THE
PASTwas launched at the social evening in
June and,with its ghoulish tales and mysteri-
ous happenings it is proving to be as popu-
lar as THE HISTORIC STREETS OF RIPON.

It chronicles a multitude of odd events
and ghostly appearances in the city. They
include the white jockey seen in what was
once the grandstand of the former Ripon
Racecourse, now part of the Cathedral
Choir School in Whitcliffe Lane;a khaki-clad
World War I soldier who appeared in the
projection box of the former Palladium
Cinema in Kirkgate, and a hooded monk at

St Anne's Almhouses on
High St Agnesgate.

Ripon Civic Society
members can obtain
GHOST STORIES
FROM AROUND
RIPON for £6.00 at
members' meetings
and THE HISTORIC
STREETS OF RIPON
is £5.00 to members.

Both books are on
sale (at the full price)

in the Cathedral,the Tourist
Information Office, Philip Hall,and Alan
Matthews' North Light Studio in Kirkgate.
They make ideal gifts,so why not start your
Christmas shopping early?

In April we welcomed
people from across the
county who were keen
to hear what Dr Simon
Thurley, Chief Executive
of English Heritage, had
to say in his talk 
lamenting the demise of
'Old England'.

He illustrated the
plight of many neglected
buildings threatened by

decay or demolition,ranging from churches,
schools and swimming pools(!) to factories
and farm buildings,and urged us to take
action where possible.

It was a flying visit by a rather-unwell 
Dr Thurley, but he did have time to take an
informed look at the Cathedral,the Market
Square and the Spa Baths and to have just a
bowl of soup at The Old Deanery.

We were pleased to have hosted a 
successful lecture by such a prominent 
conservation expert and we hope it's the
first of many similar events.

Roger Frankland,
Chairman of
Lancaster Civic
Society, brought
about 50 of his 
members to
Ripon one rather
chilly Saturday in
May.

Once their
large coach had
slowly negotiated
its way into
Ripon there was
just time for a
whistle-stop tour

of the Cathedral with David Winpenny and
a slightly abridged view of the city centre
with Nigel Rawlinson,before they snatched
a hasty lunch and 
beetled off to Markenfield Hall.Afternoon
tea at the nearby Cascade Garden Centre
rounded off their visit.

We hope that RCS can make a return
visit to Lancaster (including the Ashton
Memorial,above) next summer.

The subject of the next
study morning,on
Saturday 11 October,
will be 20/20 Vision
for two historic cities:
Durham and,of course,
Ripon.

We are especially
pleased that Harvey Dowdy, Regeneration
Manager at
Durham City
Vision,has
agreed to speak
about the work
she is currently
involved in at
Durham. She is
a captivating
speaker and she
has much expe-
rience of both
urban planning and conservation 
projects - she was a member of the team
that restored Gayle Mill near Hawes,which
came third in the BBC 'Restoration' awards
in 2004.

The morning will begin with a presenta-
tion giving a brief analysis of the Civic
Societies'  Week survey, with a discussion

about the
future of
Ripon - 
covering
tourism and 
commerce
and how we
present our
buildings,
with partic-
ular refer-
ence to the
Market
Square and

how traffic and parking can best be 
managed.

Please make a note of this date in your
diary now so that you can find out what
people from near and far think about Ripon!
And Durham's plans could give us some
inspiration as we help to steer Ripon
through the next twenty years.
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DOUBLE  DOUBLE  VISIONVISION
FOR STUDY MORNING

GHOSTL Y 
APP EAR ANCE S

Members and friends 
thr ong to Thurle y

Lancaster lands in Ripon

What is the cur rent state of pla y with
Ripon’s Spa Baths?

Ripon Civic Society has objected to
Harrogate Borough Council (HBC)'s applica-
tions to demolish the1930s pool structure
behind the 1904 frontage and for permission
to build houses on the site and to convert
the wings into maisonettes.We are also
objecting to the plans for the new pool on
Camp Close. HBC threw out the new Pool
plans,and withdrew the grandiose plans for
the Spa Baths site,which looked like an inflat-
ed Georgian country house not in keeping
with the1904 building or the Spa Gardens.

New housing plans have been submitted;
they now resemble an office block in Slough.
The 'maisonette' plans have hardly changed,
and take no account of the original tilework
in the wings.We have again submitted our
objections.

HBC’s rush is spurred by its wish to
finalise plans before its Local Development
Framework changes later this year. The site
will be worth less then,as more affordable
houses will be required. It has given the 
hospital authorities until the end of the year
to make an offer to buy the building;if this
resulted in continued public access the Civic
Society would be pleased.HBChas said that
anyone else with ideas and cash to protect
the Spa Baths and fund a new pool should
come forward immediately - but also that it
won’t talk to anyone else!

Ripon Civic Society will continue to work
with others to try to obtain a sensible out-
come to this sorry saga,the result of HBC’s
underestimation of the strength of public feel-
ing about the Spa Baths.HBChas now
announced another public consultation - their
first was woefully inadequate. We hope that
all our members,their families and friends will
make their views known to HBC.

SPA BA THS - SO FAR ,
A SORRY SAGA



We have been buoyed up by a terrific
increase in our membership in the last
twelve months.We have been delighted to
welcome 46 new members,including three
honorary members.We have lost ten mem-
bers,but our present total of 160 repre-
sents a healthy state of affairs.With a busy
programme of talks,visits and lots of work
by committee members on,for example,
planning applications,conservation areas,
awards and the Spa Baths campaign,RCS has
blossomed this year and its work in many
vital areas is bearing fruit.

On a recent August evening a group from
the committee visited Treske furniture,
winners of both the Craftsmanship and
Helen Whitehead Awards at our 2007
Awards Ceremony. Owner and Managing
Director Justin Barlett (above left) gave us a
guided tour of their premises - The Old
Maltings,next to Thirsk station.About 50
people are employed there.

We learnt about the process of manufac-
ture from raw materials - hardwood from
sustainably-managed forests - to finished
product. Treske has long been known for its
exquisite dining tables and chairs;more
recently it has supplied churches and cathe-
drals,including St Paul's Cathedral and St
George's Chapel,Windsor Castle, with
beautifully-designed furnishings.Treske is
currently making new chairs for Ripon
Cathedral and will make tables out of the
old pews. Our visit finished with an envious
look at some state-of-the-art kitchens.

Our ANNU AL
GENERAL MEETING
is on Thursday,
6 November at
Allhallowgate Church
Hall. Please do your best
to attend - this is an
important business 
meeting for the society.

We really need to augment the 
committee - at present we have a total of
ten committee members,including the
Chairman and other Officers,and we would
like to have up to four more.

We have lots of exciting things in store
for 2009 and we have much important work
to do which we feel should be shared out
between more people.

If you think you can put your skills and
expertise to good use, we should be 
delighted to hear from you.
Please e-mailinfo@riponcivicsociety.org
or telephone 01765 608320 if you can help.

Here’s Ripon’s 18th-cen-
tury Gazebo from the
back - the only view
usually available. If you
want to see the whole
thing - and go inside - it
will will be open on the
afternoon of Sunday 14

September from 2 - 4 pm,as part of the
national Heritage Open Days. This interest-
ing garden building was built by the owners
of 7-8 Park Street (now Park Street
Surgery). We're aware that some people
have had difficulty finding it on previous
open days. This year it will be well-signpost-
ed:access is through Blossomgate Court
sheltered housing on Blossomgate (near
Holy Trinity Church.)  
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The annual AW ARDS
CEREMONY is on
Thursday 2 October in
the Town Hall (below).
Please note the change
of venue for this time.
We have a new award

this year, in memory of Dr John Whitehead,
a Vice-President and former Chairman of
RCS,who died in March. The award is for a
person,institution or scheme that has made
a very significant contribution to the built
environment or civic life of Ripon.

We hope that as many members as possi-
ble we join us for the ceremony;it is one of
our main events of the year, and very impor-
tant in keeping our profile high in the city.
And it’s good to meet the many award win-
ners,too!

Call for new
committee 
members .. .

Gaze at the Gazebo A ME MOR ABL E AW AR D

YHACS in Ripon
Peter Cooper, who is the
Chairman of the
Yorkshir e and
Humberside
Association of Civic
Societies, has been very
keen to hold a meeting in
Ripon.
We are delighted to say that delegates from
Civic Societies all over the region will be in
the Ripon on Saturday 25 October as
YHACS hold its autumn meeting here. They
will meet at Allhallowgate Methodist Church
Hall  from 1.00pm to 4.00pm.

We are very pleased to welcome YHACS
and we hope that several RCS members will
be at the meeting.

Award-winning craftsmanship

Civic Trust Database
The Civic Trust, to which Ripon Civic
Society is affiliated,is keen to collect mem-
bers' contact details on a national database,
so that it can communicate quickly and easi-
ly by e-mail and so be more effective in its
campaigning in matters of national impor-
tance, for example the recent Planning Bill.
We should like to have your views on
whether you wish to have your details put
on this database. Please e-mail info@ripon-
civicsociety.org telling us what you think
about this.

Blossoming and fr uit f ul


