Thursday 3 September
Allhallovgate Methodist Chuh Hall
Preservation - The Victorian
Society

Richad Tinker

Thursday 1 October
Spa Hotel Balirom
Awards Ceremony

Thursday 5 November
Allhallovgate Methodist Chuh Hall
The Forbid den Corner - the
architect's perspectiv e
MalcolmTempest

TheAnnual General Meeting wilbllow
the talk

Thursday 3 December
Allhallovgate Methodist Churh Hall
Films of Yorkshir e Wildlif e
Dbhn Hobson

Plans a& well advancedof an exciting
programme ér 2010 - look out br
details on the wbsite and in the next
edition of this Navsletter!
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W elcome to Sisan!

Your executive committee is striving to
cope with an ger-increasing wrkload,
SO we are \ery pleased to wicome
SusamwWordsworth to our committee,
as a co-opted member

Susan has a@ady helped with the
refreshments afllhallovgate but ve
know that her abilities setch consider
ably further and that she will maka
valuable contribution to the ark of
our society

Who'son the Socdiety’s
Committee? -areminder
David Winpenn y Chairman
Nig el Rawlinson Vice-Chairman
Keith Surman Treasuer
Sheila Winpenn y Secetary
Joan Rosher Membeship
Seocetaly
Graham Turner Planning
Co-adinator
Diana Howard Pogamme
Secetary
Daphne Allan Visits
Co-adinator
Elizabeth Bar ron Walks leaflets
Andr ew Cur tis Photgraply &
Meetings
Stenard

Chris Tunnard
SusanW or dswor th

Legal & plaques
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The Cabmen's Shelter on the Maitk
Squae has been listed Grade Il as a
structure of arcchitectural and historic
importance This is a esult of Ripon
Civic Society'sequest to English
Heritage in November 2007 when &
sent them a dossier about the shelter
Listing means that thevaners - Ripon
City Council - nav hae a legal obliga
tion to maintain it in poper order. We
hope that it will quick} instigate a full
repair and efurbishment.

Hooray for listing!

This story was €atured in the Ripon
Gazette The Northern Echo and the
Yorkshire Rost and the Society’
Chairman DaidWinpenry was inter
viewed on BBC Radit¥ork and Stry
FM.

English Heritage's letter announcing the
listing sgs that the decision was made
because 'lt has a highdlecoratie
Edwadian desigrdating fom 191I' and
that 'It is a nationafi rare and vell-pre-
senved example of a cabmen's shelter
important reminder of the impotance

of horse-dravn transpot in the early
C20,supplied ly the well-known firm of
Boulton and Paul.’

DavidWinpenry sas, The cabmen's
shelter is one of Ripon's most distinc
tive small buildings and an impent
link with the city's pastWe ar \ery
pleased that i§ been listedand we look
forward to seeing it eturned as soon as
possible to its original state

Also in this issue:

CivicTrust in Administration............ 2
Maruess of Riponwents .............. 3
Highwgsmen........................ 4
Out andAbout - forthcoming visits....5
Heritage Open Dgs............... 6-7
Members’ Meeting coming up....8 -9
YHACS meeting...........c.covvnn. 10
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Into administ ration

The recession is taking its toll not just
on businessesharitiestoo, are feeling
the chill wind of theseithanciai}-
straightened timesOn 15 April this
yearTheTrustees ofThe CivicTrust, our
parent organizationhad to tale the
drastic step of placing theust in
administration.

Whilst it had valianyl soldieed on
with only a Bw staff,several things in
turn conspied to bring about its
demise It lost the contract to run the
Green Flag @ parks and open spaces)
award schemesaw its BizFizz and High
Street programmes declindailed to
attract enough fundingdm Purple Flag
(sak cities at night) andrfally couldn't
attract enough supparfor its Griff Rtys
DbnesAppeal.

In a letter to member societies on
16 April, Chairman Philip #&lvin
explained theihancial pedicament of

The CivicTrust and expessed hisel-

vent hope that another organization can

emerge fom strong local andegional
groups. As a member of th&orkshire
and Humbersidéssociation of Civic
Societies (YHES),Ripon Civic Society
can be parof that process.We are for-
tunate in that ve already vork closel
with CivicTrust Trustees Rter Cooper
and KevinTrickett. Peter is Chairman of
YHACS and kvin is aYHACS commit
tee member who organizes 'Civic
SocietieWeek'. We known them both
well - they have suppoted our annier-
saty events last gar (the SimofThurley
lecture and our lunch at the Spa Hotel)
and the/ held a egional meeting of
YHACS atAllhallovgate last October
They are people of 'vision and engrg
as Philip Klvin put it,who can help
steer us contlently in the right diec
tion.

N ew chairs celebate and commemoate

Ripon Cathedral hassmoved the old
nave pens and eplaced them with ng
oak chairs madeypblresle of Thirsk. To
help fund both these chairs and theme
(spae) folding chairshe Cathedral
launched a 'Chairs and Spargpeal
last Decemberencouraging gone to
donate a paticular amount either as a
gift - perhas to celebrate a special
anniersary - or in commemoration of
someone's lé. Our executive commit
tee decided to pgfor two oak chairs,
one as a gift and one in mempoof dan

Smithwho left Ripon Civic Society a 5

substantial legacy¥here is a small
plaque on the
back of one
chair to
commemorate
Dban and on
the other to
note the soci
ety's gift. All
the chairs
were
dedicated on
Easter Sunga
12 April 2009.

Hav e you disceoered
the Society s website?

Our website has been up and running
for some time nav, and we are getting
plenty of‘hits’,so people a@ obviousy
interested in what wete doing.

If you have yet to find it,you need to
oo to www .riponcivicsociety .org.uk
to reach the home pagdélay). It will
tell you what the next Members’
Meeting talk will be aboutyhat our
latest concerns a and diect you to
our latest navs.

Links also allv you to read the
Societys navs releases and the alnive
of the Chairmars weekly column in the
Ripon Gaatte which has poved \ery
popular in the city

There are also details of our publiea
tions and hev to buy themand
information about our annalAwards.
Theres also a full list of the Committee
members.

Why not giw it a try?

RIPON CIVIC SOCIETY

Home | Abemtts | | Curvest Coscerns | Join
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Pay up,please

Subscriptionsdr 2009 were due on
1 Janary.

If you are reading this and sdenly
have a slightt uncombrtable guilty
feelingthen you know you haven't yet
paid ...and the longer gu lease it the
more embarassing it gets!

As you can see fim reading this
newsletter, Ripon Civic Society does
important work in the city on behalf of
everyone who lives hee - and gigs yu
as members the chance to egjo
informative talks and pleasant tripsvay.
It's jolly good value ér your money!

Dban Roshemour Membership
Secetary, looks brward to receiving
ary 2009 subscriptions still outstanding.

W hat's happening about
the Spa Baths?

Harrogate Boough Council has put its
plans ér the Baths on hold because of
the recession;it will keep the pesent
Baths gingpro tem Meanwhilethe
Ripon Spa Parership of which the
Civic Society is membgawill continue to
develop costed alternati plans dr
community use of the sitanstead of
allowing it to g for housing and losing
access to the ornate tiled interior




OPEN TOVIEWIN RIPON - CAN YOU HE LP?

This year there will be seeral B the library of We also expect that MarMagdalen's
intriguing Ripon buildings open to the Grammar Chael (pelov) on Magdalen's Road and
view on the afternoon ofSunday School (belav) St dhn's Chuch,Bondgate tfotton), will
13 September . on Clotherholme Road be open.

The buildings that
will be open ae:

B the Gazebo
(belav) in the
grounds of

Blossomgate

Court

heritage opendays

HERITAGE

OPEN D AYS
(HODs) is nawv a
firmly-established
anrual erent every
Septembemwhen the
public has the chanc
to see inside build
ings thg would not
usual be able to
enter. Since it stat-
ed in 1994when
around 700 build
ings aound Englang
opened their
doors, HODs is
now the country’s
largest wluntary
event,with more
than one million
people exploring
an es/er-increasing

B The Masonic Hall

l@* »”
(belay) inWater Slellgate

The openin
year was a huge succed¥ith
more buildings open thisear we
need all hands on deck to help!
Please can you spare an hour

number of or tw 0?

buildings of all If you canplease telephone
sizesages and I - 01765 608320 or e-mail
functions. ‘

- info@riponcivicsociety .org.uk




Encounter with the Highwa ys men

Jist when ve had established agd

working relationship with Colin Jackson,

Nor th Yorkshire County Council's
(NYCC) HarogateArea Highwgs
Managethe moved elsevhere! But two
members of Ripon Civic Society cem
mittee were fortunate in being able to
meet his temporay replacement)ames
Malcolmand two colleagues &m Area
6 StarbeckwhenAnthony Blackburn,
owner of Philip Hall depament store,
convened and chagd a brum called
'Improving First Impessions of our
City'.

Topics br discussion wre the clean
ing and epairing of signage and esttt
furniture, repair of vads and pag&ments
and diectional signs to car parks and
attractions.

One useful parof the meeting was
to ask the council ofters to clarify the

4

roles and

responsibii

ties of both

NYCC and

Harrogate

Borough

Council. Then

speciic points

were

addressed -

for example

repair and

repainting of

street furn

ture, to what

extent poles

were needed in signage (it transgar
that small 'no parking' signs on poles
were no longer equired,with yellow

road markings nw suffcing) and speed

restrictions.

Ripon Photogrphic Society has
ageed to mak a
photographic
record of existing
signs and stet
furniture in the
city centre and its
members will helg
to note important
points on special
forms for the pur-
pose Then a po-
gramme of wrks
can be agred,
with the aim that
what we see in
and aound our
city-centre streets
- and of course
what visitors to
Ripon notice - is
pleasing to the
eye.

... our Autumn season of talks

The Annual General
Meeting of Ripon Civic
Society will be held on
Thursday 5 November .
It will be preceded ly a
talk by Malcolmlempest,
architect of The Forbid den Corner '
(belav and igh) - that ingeniousyhim-
sicalguirky and thooughy successful
visitor attraction in Coerdale built for
Colin Armstrong on hisTupgill estate

On Thursday 3

December bhn

Hobson will gie a flm

presentation on the sub

ject of Yorkshir e

Wildlif e: he is vell-
known for his stunning photoggy and
this shav should be rather special.
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Keeping in touch

At the beginning of each monthentry
to update yu electionicaly on the lat
est impottant nevs and emind yu of
what's in stoe at the next members'
meeting.

We hare e-mail details of quite a lot
of members whowe know, are receiv
ing this inbrmation. But not everyone's
e-mail details & known to us and some
of the sent e-mails va bounced back -
so if you use e-mail and kan't received
a monthy news bulletin and gu would
like to, please let us he your e-malil
address.

B E-mail inb@riponcivicsocietyrg.uk
or telephone 01765 608320.

Contact ustoo, if youd like to see our
file of press cuttings illustrating our
activities.




YHA CS AGM - and lov Har rogate life

TheYorkshire and Humberside
Association of Civic Societies (YIE5)
held itsAGM at theWhite Hart Hotel
(abw@, Harrogate on the afternoon of
Satuday 31 Janary.

The redoubtable Havey Dowdy was
guest speal, so we had another
chance to enjp her excellent pesenta
tion of her work as Regeneration
Managerdr Durham CityVision. There
are ideas fom Durham that Ripon per
hgps could adopt.

Afterwards,representaties of civic
societies eported on projects and pob-
lems the had dealt with though the
preceding gar

Bebre lunch local historian Malcolm
Neesam had tadn a goup of us aound
'‘Low Harrogate' pelav lef), explaining
the origins and deelopment of the spa
and pointing out integsting éatures of
several buildings and théalley Gadens.

Malcolm wasas alvays,a mine of
excellent and sometimes higkdnusing
information - which lept our minds
awvay from the freezing temperatua!

The Rogal Hall belov) in Harrogate is
open to the public on parcular dys
this year If you haven't seen its interior
since its efurbishment gu have the
chance oiWednesdg 3 dinegWednesdg
5 August and’hursdg 3 September

Civic SocietiesW eek

Ripon Civic Society's city-cemtisuvey
last summer earned us a 'Highl
Commended' celificate flom the
committee ofYHACS,organizers of
Civic Societie®Veek. This year the
'week' runs fom 27 dine to 5 dly, tak-
ing in two weekends.This time we want
to involve local childen in a poject
connected to the Maguess of Ripon

10 commemorations gee pag 3).

Commemorating
the Mar quess

At 7 pm on
Thursdy 9 aily
please come and
join a cowd of
us,including some
distinguished
guestswho will
gather aound the
Marmuess of
Ripon's statue in
the Spa Gatens
to commemorate
the centenay of
his death.
George
Frederick Samel
Robinson was a
truly remarkable
man. Born at 10
Downing Steet in layman he was instrumental in ensuring
1827 the second son of the then Primghat dhn Henty Newman was made a
Minister Lod Goderich,George cardinal.
became a Member of Parliameinsf He suppoted Irish Home Rule and
for Hull in 1852 and thendf late in his cager he became aespected
Huddersfeld. Vicey of Indiahis name ligs on in the
Soon he inherited the titl¥iscount 'Ripon’ building in Chennai and in the
Goderich later becoming Earl of Ripontown RiponpetKarnataka.He spent his
and afterwads also Earl de @y;finaly final years at his home at Stugidroyal.
he was warded the title Magquess of The Maguess was an egrliberal
Ripon. He inherited estates in with enlightened vies on policy both at
Lincolnshie andYorkshire. home and alwad,whose charitable acts
He achieed high ofte in his politicaland pofound spirituality had gat influ
career and he was most radical and ence on may of his contemporaries.
influentialalthough he enjged wealth  Newly-cleaned lettering on his statue
and privilegehe was a grat reformer ~ will be unveiled at the ceemory and
and an adent pioneer of the Co-opera Ripon City Band will mvide a nusical
tive movement. backdop. We hope to irnvolve some
In September 1874 he wasaeived primary schoolchilden as vell.
into the Roman Catholic Cheh at the  Afterwards there will be a talk g
Brompton Oratory and in 1890 he Richad Compton of Newvby Hall,a rela
became Resident of the S¥incent de tive of the Maguessat 7.30 pm in the
Paul SocietyAs a leading Catholic 5 Balloom of the Spa Hotel.




Mor e dates br your diary ...

Our autumn season of

meetings begins on

Thursday 3 September

with a talk ly Richad

Tinker, casevorker for

The Victorian Society 's
WestYorkshire Group. Having practised
as an ahitect inYorkshire for mary
yearshe was later Seetary of The
Railvay HeritageTrust, based iWatford
and established in 1985 to conserand
restore old railvay buildings and struc
tures - maw of them,of course
Victorian.

The EustoArd (abae) built in 1837was
the orginal enémce to LondsrEuston
Station.Despite a fimus ightit was vas
demolished when the statias ebuilt in
the 1960s - andas an early causw f
TheVictolan Society

Richad Tinker will explain hav The
Victorian Societyestablished in 1962,
owes its bundation to the raivay. The
Society is a national charigontinuing
to campaigndr both Victorian and
Edwadian achitecture. As a Ripon es
ident - in a Grade 11-listed house in our
consewation aea - Richad Tinker is
well avare of our city's built heritage:
not least the Spa Baths! 38

Ripon Civic Society's
Awards Evening is on
Thursday, 1 October .
This is when w are
hosts to avard-winning
architects puildersdevel
opers,craftsmenshopleepershome
owners and eminent Riponians.

For the first time we are holding the
Awards Ceemory in the spacious
Balloom of the Spa HotelDo come
and join us on this glittering occasion!

The Blice and Bon Museurabwe). Last
yeart Ripon Museutnust won the Civic
Society’'navest piece of silvare/the
JohiWhitehead\ward,for its outstanding
contrbution to the citfhe Bree Farm
Shopbelw) - one of Ripansmaller buid
ings - @s commended in lasag Avards
(pictues ly Andew Cutis)

Out and About - to Hackfall and Lancaster

On Satuday 6 dine thirty of us will be
taken on a guided tour of Hackfall
(abwé, near Gewelthorpe, by conser
vation achitect Linda Looktt, who has
overseen the considerablesstoration
work on the gaden buildings thex.
There has been a change in our
arrangementsdr lunch:the Crown at
Grewelthorpe closeddr a while during
the winter and sincee-opening it is not
yet serwving bod againso now we'll all
male our own arangementsdr lunch
(there are saeral eating establishments
in Masham and the Hepré&nkins in
Kirkby Malzead sewnes bod). After
lunch we can visit the Himajan
Garden pelav) independentl - and of
course that means gone, regadless of
whether you
hase been in
the Hackfall
group. This
will be just
one week
bebre the
Himalgan
Garden clos
es - itis ony
open flom
mid-April to
mid-dine

This year there is a series of eight me
sculptues in the gaten,including 'The
Pinnacle' - a water sculptiby Giles
Rayner.

Eeryone who has boo&d to go on
the Hackfall trip will eceie full details
of arangementsdr the day on a sepa
rate sheet with this nersletter.

A 32-seater coach has been bauk
to take us to Lancaster on Satlay 22
August.An advance pady has aleady
made a econnaissanceifay acioss the
Penninesto familiarize itself with points
of interest,necessay facilitiescafés and
restaurantsand to calculate timings.

As a esult of this thee is one
important change to the aangements:
the price nav includes the tour of
Lancaster Castldut not the tea and
scone at the Midland HotelWe think
that this gies yYou more choiceyou can
have either tea and (large) scone at the
Midland (eery nice - it's been sampled!)
or full afternoon tea at the Midland or
refreshments at the 'high et deco’
Brucciani's café on the &n (near the
Winter Gardens) whee, on a red
Formica tableyou can hge such classic
treats as toasted teacalor knicler-
bocler glory. (The
last is highl rec-
ommended b
Lancaster Civic
Society!) Full
details of this visit
will be sent later ir
the summer to
everyone who has
booked.

Both of these
trips ar e now full.

Statue of kr
Morecambe
Morcambe Bm




