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The Cabmen's Shelter on the Market
Square has been listed Grade II as a
structure of architectural and historic
importance. This is a result of Ripon
Civic Society's request to English
Heritage in November 2007 when we
sent them a dossier about the shelter.
Listing means that the owners - Ripon
City Council - now have a legal obliga-
tion to maintain it in proper order. We
hope that it will quickly instigate a full
repair and refurbishment.

This story was featured in the Ripon
Gazette,The Northern Echo and the
Yorkshire Post and the Society’s
Chairman David Winpenny was inter-
viewed on BBC Radio York and Stray
FM.
English Heritage's letter announcing the
listing says that the decision was made
because 'It has a highly-decorative
Edwardian design,dating from 191I' and
that 'It is a nationally rare and well-pre-
served example of a cabmen's shelter, an
important reminder of the importance
of horse-drawn transport in the early
C20,supplied by the well-known firm of
Boulton and Paul.'

David Winpenny says,'The cabmen's
shelter is one of Ripon's most distinc-
tive small buildings and an important
link with the city's past.We are very
pleased that it’s been listed,and we look
forward to seeing it returned as soon as
possible to its original state.'

Hoor ay f or  l is t ing!
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Thursda y 3 September
Allhallowgate Methodist Church Hall
Preservation - The Victorian
Society
Richard Tinker

Thursda y 1 October
Spa Hotel Ballroom
Awards Ceremon y

Thursda y 5 November
Allhallowgate Methodist Church Hall
The Forbid den Corner - the
architect's perspectiv e
Malcolm Tempest
The Annual General Meeting will follow
the talk

Thursda y 3 December
Allhallowgate Methodist Church Hall
Films of  Yorkshir e Wildlif e
John Hobson

Plans are well advanced for an exciting
programme for 2010 - look out for
details on the website and in the next
edition of this Newsletter!

W elcome to Susan!
Your executive committee is striving to
cope with an ever-increasing workload,
so we are very pleased to welcome
Susan Wordsworth to our committee,
as a co-opted member.

Susan has already helped with the
refreshments at Allhallowgate but we
know that her abilities stretch consider-
ably further and that she will make a
valuable contribution to the work of
our society.

W ho’s on the Society’s
Commit tee?  - a reminder
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Subscriptions for 2009 were due on 
1 January.

If you are reading this and suddenly
have a slightly uncomfortable guilty 
feeling,then you know you haven't yet
paid .. . and the longer you leave it the
more embarrassing it gets!  

As you can see from reading this
newsletter, Ripon Civic Society does
important work in the city on behalf of
everyone who lives here - and gives you
as members the chance to enjoy
informative talks and pleasant trips away.
It's jolly good value for your money! 

Joan Rosher, our Membership
Secretary, looks forward to receiving
any 2009 subscriptions still outstanding.

Harrogate Borough Council has put its
plans for the Baths on hold because of
the recession;it will keep the present
Baths going pro tem. Meanwhile, the
Ripon Spa Partnership, of which the
Civic Society is member, will continue to
develop costed alternative plans for
community use of the site, instead of
allowing it to go for housing and losing
access to the ornate tiled interior.

The recession is taking its toll not just
on businesses:charities,too, are feeling
the chill wind of these financially-
straightened times.On 15 April this
year The Trustees of The Civic Trust,our
parent organization,had to take the
drastic step of placing the Trust in
administration.

Whilst it had valiantly soldiered on
with only a few staff,several things in
turn conspired to bring about its
demise. It lost the contract to run the
Green Flag (for parks and open spaces)
award scheme, saw its BizFizz and High
Street programmes decline, failed to
attract enough funding from Purple Flag
(safe cities at night) and finally couldn't
attract enough support for its Griff Rhys
Jones Appeal.

In a letter to member societies on
16 April, Chairman Philip Kolvin
explained the financial predicament of 

The Civic Trust and expressed his fer-
vent hope that another organization can
emerge from strong local and regional
groups. As a member of the Yorkshire
and Humberside Association of Civic
Societies (YHACS),Ripon Civic Society
can be part of that process.We are for-
tunate in that we already work closely
with Civic Trust Trustees Peter Cooper
and Kevin Trickett. Peter is Chairman of
YHACS and Kevin is a YHACS commit-
tee member who organizes 'Civic
Societies Week'. We know them both
well - they have supported our anniver-
sary events last year (the Simon Thurley
lecture and our lunch at the Spa Hotel)
and they held a regional meeting of
YHACS at Allhallowgate last October.
They are people of 'vision and energy'
as Philip Kolvin put it,who can help
steer us confidently in the right direc-
tion.

Into administ ration

Ripon Cathedral has removed the old
nave pews and replaced them with new
oak chairs made by Treske of Thirsk. To
help fund both these chairs and the new
(spare) folding chairs,the Cathedral
launched a 'Chairs and Spares' appeal
last December,encouraging anyone to
donate a particular amount either as a
gift - perhaps to celebrate a special
anniversary - or in commemoration of
someone's life. Our executive commit-
tee decided to pay for two oak chairs,
one as a gift and one in memory of Joan
Smith,who left Ripon Civic Society a

N ew chairs celebrate and commemorate

Hav e you discovered
the Society ’s website?
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substantial legacy. There is a small
plaque on the
back of one
chair to 
commemorate
Joan and on
the other to
note the soci-
ety's gift.All
the chairs
were 
dedicated on
Easter Sunday,
12 April 2009.

Our website has been up and running
for some time now, and we are getting
plenty of ‘hits’,so people are obviously
interested in what we’re doing.

If you have yet to find it,you need to
go to www.riponcivicsociety .org.uk
to reach the home page (below). It will
tell you what the next Members’
Meeting talk will be about,what our 
latest concerns are and direct you to
our latest news.

Links also allow you to read the
Society’s news releases and the archive
of the Chairman’s weekly column in the
Ripon Gazette, which has proved very
popular in the city.

There are also details of our publica-
tions and how to buy them,and  
information about our annual Awards.
There’s also a full list of the Committee
members.

Why not give it a try? 

Pay up,please!

W hat ’s happening about
the Spa Baths?



the library of 
the Grammar 
School (below) 
on Clotherholme Road

The Masonic Hall
(below) in Water Skellgate
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This year there will be several 
intriguing Ripon buildings open to
view on the afternoon of Sunday
13 September .

The buildings that
will be open are:

the Gazebo
(below) in the
grounds of
Blossomgate 
Court

HERITAGE
OPEN D AYS
(HODs) is now a
firmly-established 
annual event every
September, when the
public has the chance
to see inside build-
ings they would not 
usually be able to
enter. Since it start-
ed in 1994,when
around 700 build-
ings around England
opened their
doors, HODs is
now the country’s
largest voluntary
event,with more
than one million
people exploring
an ever-increasing
number of 
buildings of all
sizes,ages and 
functions.

We also expect that Mary Magdalen's
Chapel (below) on Magdalen's Road and
St John's Church,Bondgate (bottom),will
be open.

The opening of the Gazebo last
year was a huge success.With
more buildings open this year, we
need all hands on deck to help!
Please can you spare an hour
or tw o?  
If you can,please telephone
01765 608320 or e-mail 
info@riponcivicsociety .org.uk

OPEN T O VIEW IN RIPON - CAN YOU HE LP?
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Just when we had established a good
working relationship with Colin Jackson,
Nor th Yorkshire County Council's
(NYCC) Harrogate Area Highways
Manager, he moved elsewhere!  But two
members of Ripon Civic Society com-
mittee were fortunate in being able to
meet his temporary replacement,James
Malcolm,and two colleagues from Area
6 Starbeck,when Anthony Blackburn,
owner of Philip Hall department store,
convened and chaired a forum called
'Improving First Impressions of our
City'.

Topics for discussion were the clean-
ing and repairing of signage and street
furniture, repair of roads and pavements
and directional signs to car parks and
attractions.

One useful part of the meeting was
to ask the council officers to clarify the

roles and
responsibili-
ties of both
NYCC and
Harrogate
Borough
Council.Then
specific points
were
addressed -
for example
repair and
repainting of
street furni-
ture, to what
extent poles
were needed in signage (it transpired
that small 'no parking' signs on poles
were no longer required,with yellow
road markings now sufficing) and speed
restrictions.

Ripon Photographic Society has
agreed to make a
photographic
record of existing
signs and street
furniture in the
city centre and its
members will help
to note important
points on special
forms for the pur-
pose. Then a pro-
gramme of works
can be agreed,
with the aim that
what we see in
and around our
city-centre streets
- and of course,
what visitors to
Ripon notice - is
pleasing to the
eye.

Encounter with the Highwa ys men
The Ann ual General
Meeting of Ripon Civic
Society will be held on
Thursda y 5 November .
It will be preceded by a
talk by Malcolm Tempest,

architect of 'The Forbid den Corner '
(below and right) - that ingenious,whim-
sical,quirky and thoroughly successful
visitor attraction in Coverdale, built for
Colin Armstrong on his Tupgill estate.

On Thursda y 3
December John
Hobson will give a film
presentation on the sub-
ject of Yorkshir e
Wildlif e: he is well-

known for his stunning photography and
this show should be rather special.

At the beginning of each month we try
to update you electronically on the lat-
est important news and remind you of
what's in store at the next members'
meeting.

We have e-mail details of quite a lot
of members who, we know, are receiv-
ing this information. But not everyone's
e-mail details are known to us and some
of the sent e-mails have bounced back -
so if you use e-mail and haven't received
a monthly news bulletin and you would
like to, please let us have your e-mail
address.

E-mail info@riponcivicsociety.org.uk 
or telephone 01765 608320.

Contact us,too, if you’d like to see our
file of press cuttings illustrating our
activities.

... our Aut umn season of talks

Keeping in touch



layman he was instrumental in ensuring
that John Henry Newman was made a
cardinal.

He supported Irish Home Rule and
late in his career he became a respected
Viceroy of India:his name lives on in the
'Ripon' building in Chennai and in the
town Riponpet,Karnataka.He spent his
final years at his home at Studley Royal.

The Marquess was an early liberal
with enlightened views on policy both at
home and abroad,whose charitable acts
and profound spirituality had great influ-
ence on many of his contemporaries.
Newly-cleaned lettering on his statue
will be unveiled at the ceremony and
Ripon City Band will provide a musical
backdrop. We hope to involve some
primary schoolchildren as well.

Afterwards there will be a talk by
Richard Compton of Newby Hall,a rela-
tive of the Marquess,at 7.30 pm in the
Ballroom of the Spa Hotel.

At 7 pm on
Thursday 9 July
please come and
join a crowd of
us,including some
distinguished
guests,who will
gather around the
Marquess of
Ripon's statue in
the Spa Gardens
to commemorate
the centenary of
his death.

George
Frederick Samuel
Robinson was a
truly remarkable
man. Born at 10
Downing Street in

1827,the second son of the then Prime
Minister Lord Goderich,George
became a Member of Parliament first
for Hull in 1852 and then for
Huddersfield.

Soon he inherited the title Viscount
Goderich,later becoming Earl of Ripon
and afterwards also Earl de Grey;finally
he was awarded the title Marquess of
Ripon. He inherited estates in
Lincolnshire and Yorkshire.

He achieved high office in his political
career and he was most radical and
influential;although he enjoyed wealth
and privilege, he was a great reformer
and an ardent pioneer of the Co-opera-
tive movement.

In September 1874 he was received
into the Roman Catholic Church at the
Brompton Oratory and in 1890 he
became President of the St Vincent de
Paul Society. As a leading Catholic

The Yorkshire and Humberside
Association of Civic Societies (YHACS)
held its AGM at the White Hart Hotel
(above),Harrogate on the afternoon of
Saturday 31 January.

The redoubtable Harvey Dowdy was
guest speaker, so we had another
chance to enjoy her excellent presenta-
tion of her work as Regeneration
Manager for Durham City Vision.There
are ideas from Durham that Ripon per-
haps could adopt.
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Commemorating
the Mar quess

YHA CS AGM - and low Har rogate life
Afterwards,representatives of civic

societies reported on projects and prob-
lems they had dealt with through the
preceding year.

Before lunch local historian Malcolm
Neesam had taken a group of us around
'Low Harrogate' (below left),explaining
the origins and development of the spa
and pointing out interesting features of
several buildings and the Valley Gardens.

Malcolm was,as always,a mine of
excellent and sometimes highly-amusing
information - which kept our minds
away from the freezing temperature!  

The Royal Hall (below) in Harrogate is
open to the public on particular days
this year. If you haven't seen its interior
since its refurbishment you have the
chance on Wednesday 3 June,Wednesday
5 August and Thursday 3 September.

Ripon Civic Society's city-centre survey
last summer earned us a 'Highly
Commended' certificate from the 
committee of YHACS,organizers of
Civic Societies Week. This year the
'week' runs from 27 June to 5 July, tak-
ing in two weekends.This time we want
to involve local children in a project
connected to the Marquess of Ripon
commemorations (see page 3).

Civic Societies W eek



Our autumn season of
meetings begins on
Thursda y 3 September
with a talk by Richard
Tinker, caseworker for
The Victorian Society 's

West Yorkshire Group. Having practised
as an architect in Yorkshire for many
years,he was later Secretary of The
Railway Heritage Trust,based in Watford
and established in 1985 to conserve and
restore old railway buildings and struc-
tures - many of them,of course,
Victorian.

Richard Tinker will explain how The
Victorian Society, established in 1962,
owes its foundation to the railway. The
Society is a national charity, continuing
to campaign for both Victorian and
Edwardian architecture. As a Ripon res-
ident - in a Grade 11-listed house in our
conservation area - Richard Tinker is
well aware of our city's built heritage:
not least the Spa Baths! 

Ripon Civic Society's
Awards Evening is on
Thursda y, 1 October .
This is when we are
hosts to award-winning
architects,builders,devel-

opers,craftsmen,shopkeepers,home-
owners and eminent Riponians.

For the first time we are holding the
Awards Ceremony in the spacious
Ballroom of the Spa Hotel.Do come
and join us on this glittering occasion!

On Saturday 6 June thirty of us will be
taken on a guided tour of Hackfall
(above), near Grewelthorpe, by conser-
vation architect Linda Lockett, who has
overseen the considerable restoration
work on the garden buildings there.

There has been a change in our
arrangements for lunch:the Crown at
Grewelthorpe closed for a while during
the winter and since re-opening it is not
yet serving food again,so now we'll all
make our own arrangements for lunch
(there are several eating establishments
in Masham and the Henry Jenkins in
Kirkby Malzeard serves food). After
lunch we can visit the Himalayan
Garden (below) independently - and of
course that means anyone, regardless of

whether you
have been in
the Hackfall
group. This
will be just
one week
before the
Himalayan
Garden clos-
es - it is only
open from
mid-April to
mid-June.

This year there is a series of eight new
sculptures in the garden,including 'The
Pinnacle' - a water sculpture by Giles
Rayner.

Everyone who has booked to go on
the Hackfall trip will receive full details
of arrangements for the day on a sepa-
rate sheet with this newsletter.

A 32-seater coach has been booked
to take us to Lancaster on Saturday 22
August.An advance party has already
made a reconnaissance foray across the
Pennines,to familiarize itself with points
of interest,necessary facilities,cafés and
restaurants,and to calculate timings.

As a result of this there is one
important change to the arrangements:
the price now includes the tour of
Lancaster Castle, but not the tea and
scone at the Midland Hotel.We think
that this gives you more choice:you can
have either tea and (large) scone at the
Midland (very nice - it's been sampled!)
or full afternoon tea at the Midland or
refreshments at the 'high street deco'
Brucciani's café on the Prom (near the
Winter Gardens) where, on a red
Formica table, you can have such classic
treats as toasted teacake or knicker-
bocker glory. (The
last is highly rec-
ommended by
Lancaster Civic
Society!)  Full
details of this visit
will be sent later in
the summer to
everyone who has
booked.
Both of these
trips ar e now full.
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Out and About -

Statue of Eric
Morecambe,

Morecambe Prom

to Hackf all and LancasterMor e dates for your diary ...

The Euston Arch (above),built in 1837,was
the original entrance to London’s Euston
Station.Despite a furious fight,it was was
demolished when the station was rebuilt in
the 1960s - and was an early cause for
The Victorian Society.

The Police and Prison Museum (above). Last
year,Ripon Museum Trust won the Civic
Society’s newest piece of silverware, the
John Whitehead Award,for its outstanding 
contribution to the city. The Forge Farm
Shop (below) - one of Ripon’s smaller build-
ings - was commended in last year’s Awards
(pictures by Andrew Curtis)


