Up a little ...

The Society membershipefes
hae not changeddr some \ears,
althoughpf course costs hae risen.

Our enhanced paments to our
new national bodyCivic\oice, and
also to theYorkshire and Humber
Association of Civic Societiesde
page 4-5 mean that gur executive
committee has decidedeluctanty;,
to increase members' anal sub
scriptions to Ripon Civic Society
(eflective from 2011) fom £10 to
£12 fr single members anddm
£15 to £18 br dual membersThe
amounts paid ¥ 19 - 25-garolds,
patrons and corporate members will
remain the same

We hope that pu will agee that
this is still exceptional valueight
talks,an avards ceemory and thee
newsletters a gar, not to mention all
the other considerable wrk that
goes on behind the sceney lcom
mittee membersare, we think,
worth every penry of £12.
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TV HISTORIAN TO TALK

on some of the Norths geat public buildings

Her e’s an impor tant date f or
your diar y! On Friday 11 June
Ripon Civic Society is hosting
another celebrity talkfollowing the
success of the talkybDr Simon
Thurley of English Heritage in our
40th birthday year

We are \ery pleased thaDr
Jonathan Foyle (abwe, Chief
Eecutive of theWorld Monuments
Fund Britain,has accepted our
invitation to speak.

His subject will be 'Palacesr fthe
People - theVictorianTown Halls of
Northern England' - that he is
currently filming 6r a BBC4
documentay on the subject.

Dbnathan Byle is an achitectural
historian who apears egulary on
television inTimeleam The House
Detectiveand Meet theAncestar

The World Monuments Fund
(WMF) is the leading organisation

for the protection of exceptional
works of architecture. WMFin
Britain is the largest dffe outside
the Fund New York HQ.

Dbnathan wasdrmerly assistant
surveyor of Canterbury Cathedral,
and then Buildings Curator at
Hampton Cout Palace and éw
Palace He has taught at the
Uniwersity of Cambridge and he lec
tures widey around the world.

Please come along and hear him
talk about some of the Nah'’s
greatest public buildings of the 19th
century, including thdown Halls in
Leeds belav), Halifax and Manchester

Tickets Pr the illustrated talk,
which tales place at 7.30 pm in
Holy Trinity Chur ch, Kirkb y
Road, Ripon, are £8 br Ripon Civic
Society members and £16rfnon-
members.
They are avail
able ly send
ing a stamped
addressed
envelope and
a cheque
made pgable
to ‘Ripon
Civic Society’ ) W
to RCS 2010, Eessnnn
VictoriaVilla,
Princess Roaq}
Ripon HG4 ;
1HW.




Restoration
dramal

= 68
The Cabmen's Shelter sa ga
took a dramatic turn ,when,
despite RCS member Staple
Mackintosh's offr to repair and e-
paint the shelteRipon City Council
finally decided to put the wrk of
restoring it out to tender Harrogate
Borough Council's (HBC) consea
tion officers will assess the tenders
and will advise the city counciHBC
will then ofer grant aid ér the work
- something that wuld not hae
been possible befe the Civic
Society had the structerlisted.

We understand that the shelter
will soon be temporarit removed
from the Squag for repair We hae
been asswed that the work should
be completed i the summerwe
look forward seeing it back in place
and restored to its ormer glory. We
also hope that 'om now on there
will be a egular (ie at least anal)
programme of maintenance put in
place
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PLACING
PLAQUES

We hae ordered two new plaques.

One is br Clova Housethe for-
mer home of Charles Piazzi $ih in
Clotherholme Road.Snyth (left,dur
ing his time in Rigon
wasAstronomer
Royal br Scotland
and a pioneer in
astronomy, spec
troscopy,
climatoloy and phe
tography, who, with
his wie &ssie
| explored,measued
and photograhed
the Great Pyramid of
Egpt. They are buried together
under a little yramid in Shaw
churchyard.

The
other is r
the Canal
Basin,
designed
by engi
neer dhn
Smeaton
and a
signiicant place in the
British canal netark. Long negleet
ed,following its lecent restoration it
is now a \ery pleasant and popular
corner of Ripon.

The plagues @ being madeyb
LeandelArchitecturala Derbyshie
compar that has made anakstored
all our plaques and has a national
reputation or its specialised ok -
the NationalTrust, English Heritage
and mayw local councils ha plaques
and signage made heander

In the last ne wsletter w e men-
tioned that w e were organising
tw o visits this y ear.

On WEDNESD AY 9 MAY,we
o to Helmsle y to see theWalled
Garden and the English Heritage
Store (numbers limited at the latter).
This visit is ky car

Then on
SATURDAY 3
JULY we o fur-
ther afeld,by
coachjo
Grantham and
Harlaxton Manor .
Don't miss this rae
opportunity to see
Harlaxton - its only
open to goups,so
you won' get there
by yourself! The
reference books
wax lrical:Only
Vanbrugh and
Blenheim bear com
parison’;One of the
most exuberant of
Victorian Houses’
(the house was built beteen 1831
and 1837);the staicase ébwe is ...
a fantasy rivalling the most exta
gant and theatrical aclvements of
Bawoque Itay’;'a distinct and un-
forgettable momment of the
Victorian imagination at its gatest
pitch of intensity’.

If you are interested in ging on
either or both of the visitsplease
read the full descriptions and cem
plete the gplication brm insetted in
this nawsletter. Closing dateFridey
30April - or when rumbers become
excessig!

Coming up ...

Please come along to our talks -

not just to learn about all sor ts

of subjects, but also to meet

your fellow-members!

Our meetings (except thAwards

Ewening in October) ag held at 7.30

pm inAllhallovgate Chuch Hall,

near the bus station.

They are free to

members and owl

§ £2.00 br non-mem

| bers,so bring ypur

y friendsoo!

MEETINGS:

1 eThursday 8 April

| Nicholas
Hawksmoor
architect - Dr Ann-
Marie Alehust

eThursday 6 May
History ofWalled
Gardens (including
Helmslg (see lejt
- Barbara Hickman

eThursday 2
September
TheWenslgdale
Railvay - Ruth
Annison

eThursday 7 October
Awards EeningSpa Hotel.

GRAND DESIGN

After much inestigation and delib
eration we are making pogress

with a designdr a public dbuntain in

a corner of the MarshaWWay car
park,adjacent to the oad. We are
taking the design to a local fabrica
tor who specialises in stainless steel
to see if it is éasible and to ascer
tain the cost.




JOIN' THE FOLK INf
THE WORKHOUSE

Get walking!

A series of attractig leafletsdatur
ing walks in and aund Ripon will
soon be publishedybRipon Civic
Societyin conjunction with the local
branch of the Ramblerssociation.
It's ervisaged that thewill be aait
able either separatglor together in
a pblder and will be on sale in various
outlets in the city

The walks will be of vating lengths.
Some will be accessible to wheel
chairs and pushchair$hey are all
quite distinctie, whether it's the his
toric city-centre, river- or canal-side
paths or a longeraute to Fountains
Abbey - ideal both dr visitors to
Ripon anddr ary of us

Ripon Civic Society members

are invited to join Ripon

Historical Society on a visit to

_ the W orkhouse Museum on

a bit of W ednesday 9 dune.

exercise The eening stats at 7.30pm in the

who want
MILLER'S WALK

Along the River Skell Wher_1 the newly-refurbished Guatian's Room.
sun s Anthory Chadwickthe Museum's
shining! Senior Curatoywill give a shot intro-
duction bebre a full guided tour

The Local Studies Cemrhoused
at the Museumyill also be operso
that we can see it in the context of
the buildingand disceer what it can
offer. At the end of the visit light
refreshments will be seed;there will
be a collection to ceer costs.

So that the Museum kmes the
quantity of victualsequired,please
call 01765 608320y4 dine to let us
know that you intend to join the visit.

The Ripon Museums ha ve a
fascinating pr ogramme of
events and activities thr ough-
out the y ear. Pick up their
new leaflet f or full details.

HIST ORIC HUTS

An application has been made
to English Herita ge for listing
a number of World War | huts
at De verell Bar racks, the only
surviving builidings of the hulyéorld
War | army camp that sutounded
much of Ripon fom 1915 to about
1919 - the subject of the Society's
talk in Janary by Alan Skidmoe.
During :
World War g
1 Ripon
Camp was i
one of the
main cen
tres br
the organi

troops
being sent
to and
returning
from the Foont. At its helght it
accommodated mar than 30,000
soldierscompletey dominating the
city, whose population at that time
was aound 7,000.

Mary memoirs of soldiers &m
the period detail their time in Ripon
Camp Among the most notable of
those to pass though was
the poetWilfred Owen (eft)
who wrote some of his most
memorable poemsncluding
The Send-OfMental Cases
and Futilitywhile stationed in
Ripon.

After World War 1 the
camp was educed in size
particularly to the south. It
came into pominence

7 N %

again during the 1939-45 whut
since then it has been maintaineg b
the arny, mostl for use ty Royal
Engineers Regiments.

The huts ae of diferent typesthe
most architecturaly-distinguished (of
which thee are at least seen:it is,
inevitably, difficult to obtain access to
the camp to asceain exact nim-

. . bers) ae
' substantial,
with veran
das.The
= canopies &
glazedand
| there is a

pr .l"ll.ﬂ!l.l.l

HL = L row of lights
J L A in the roofs

sation of _' ~

of some of
the huts.
Most of the
huts retain
their multi-
paned windavs.

There is some urgency to the
gpplication because this paof the
baracks is soon to beemoved from
Army use and is lidy to be sold off.
As far as w are avare there is no
protection for the huts: that means
that a subsequent pahaser
could demolish them.

As a rae suwivor of
World War | and one of the
last reminders of the impor
tant Ripon Camphe huts
desene protection,and vwe
. hope that English Heritage
will consider themdr spot-
listing to gie them immedi
ate piotection.



A N ational
Voice...

Since the colla pse of the Civic
Trust last y ear, a new organisa-
tion, with the interim name of
the Civic Societies

Initiativ e

has been wrking to

provide the national @ice

for civic societies that the

Trust had peviousy

offered. The organisation

will be launched on 17

April with a nev name

It will be, officially, Civic
Voice; it will be the national
suppot for individual soei
eties,helping with poblems
and loblying @vernment.

At a meeting of our
BExecutie Committee on 3
March it was decided that
Ripon Civic Society should
join Civic\oice;the subscrip
tion to the new body - based
on a levy of £1.50 per mem
ber - means that ancivic
society can ha insurance
including trustee liability insur
anceat an advantageous rate
Our first payment has been
made aleadyso that we can
beneit from an intoductory reduc
tion in the amount.

.and aRegional Voice
for Civic Societies

The Yorkshir e and Humber
Association of Civic Societies
(YHA CS), which used to be
funded by the Civic
Trust, has had to sur
vive independentl
since thelrust's
demise It will contin-
ue to be self-suppdr
ing and so it has
asled all civic soei
eties within its egion
to pay an anoal sub
scription - £40 in
2010. Ripon Civic
Society beliges that
there is an impor
tant role to be
played by as man
of the regions
Civic Societies as
possible coming
together to pur
sue common
aims.We hae
therefore paid
our YHACS
subscription.

Like the
national bodyyHACS oférs
assistance to civic societieg b
the way of inbrmation,suppot and

A Free Gift for Ripon Civic Society Members!

Now that RCS is a member of Ciwbice, each member of the Society is entitled
to a free one-dg pass fom the Nationallrust. If you are an NT member gu can
gie it to someone who is not!After 17 April you will be able to davnload yur
pass fom the CivicVoice website (when \& receie the adiress ve’ll e-mail it to
members whose e-mail dtesses & have). You can also writeenclosing a
stampedaddressed ewelope and quotingRipon Civic Society’ to Civibice, Unit
101,82Wood Street,TheTea Factoy, Liverpool L1 4QD
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facilitating netwrking.
It also paticipates in the gywing

regional agenda on behalf of the civic

society maement,speakingdr the
views of these goups in their mis

sion to represent their commnities.

TheAnnual General Meeting of
YHACS was held on Satday 30
Jamoary at theWhite Hart Hotel in
Harrogate About 50 members and
guests epresenting 2%orkshire and
Humber societies attended and

head guest

spealer Tony Button,

Director of the Civic Society
Initiative, outline progress with the
Initiative over the previous &w
months and his vie of the future of
the civic society meement,as vell
as anwering questions about the
relationship betwen local societies
and the national body

PLANS for 2010
CIVIC SOCIETIES

WE EK

YHACS' Civic Societie§Veek’ this
year can tak place betwen 29th Mg
and 4th dly. The aim is to encourage
projects or activities that will help to
raise the pofile of civic societies
within their local comranities. It is
an oppotunity to shavcase the wark
and activities of each society to a
wider audience under the umélta of
a regionalf-led campaign.

In 2008 Ripon Civic Society was
commendeddr its city-centre sur
vey of public opinion about Ripon
and came thd in 2009 ér the
Marmguess of Ripon commemoration
(belav). This year the Celebrity
Lecture on Fridg 11 dine will be our
special gent (see pag 1)




