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OUR BOUN DA RI ES
- your views, please!

How wide a geographical ar ea
should Ripon Civic Society
cover? 

This subject has recently been dis-
cussed in committee and we'd like
your views,please.

Our society's constitution limits
the area upon which RCS can com-
ment formally - for example in con-
nection with planning matters,listed
buildings and conservation areas - to
the city itself. If the boundaries are
extended,then the RCS constitution
will have to be amended,subject to
approval,at the next Annual General
Meeting on 4 November.

A widening of its boundaries
would tie in with the new Greater
Ripon Improvement Partnership
(GRIP:see page 7) - which has a
wider geographical influence than its
predecessor, Ripon City Partnership
- and with sentiments of many peo-
ple in surrounding villages that they 

'belong' to Ripon.How exactly to
define new boundaries will have to
be looked at,but we should welcome
your views on this.

If villages around Ripon are
included they will be able to consult
RCS for help and advice - and RCS
will be able to comment on their
planning or conservation matters.

That could include controversial
subjects such as motorway service
stations and quarrying,and industrial
sites at Roecliffe and Melmerby.
RCS would be able to comment
where necessary, but it wouldn't have
to comment on everything.

It's worth mentioning that
Harrogate Civic Society's constitu-
tion allows it to comment on a very
wide area.

Please e-mail your vie ws to 
info@riponcivicsociety .org.uk
or telephone 01765 608320.

Special offer - free NT entr y!
This f irst y ear of our society's membership of
Civic Voice entitles each RCS member to a
free National Trust da y pass.

It provides free access for one day to any
National Trust property during normal opening
hours,subject to a small number of restrictions.

The free pass is available to download at this link:
www.civicvoice.org.uk/nationaltrustcivicvoiceoffer 

The pass is transferable and can be given to
friends or family if a member is already a member of
the National Trust.

Details of all the National Trust’s properties open
to the public are at www.nationaltrust.org.uk.We're
very fortunate to have Fountains Abbey (right)on our
doorstep.

If you don't have internet access the free day pass
is available by sending a stamped addressed envelope
to Civic Voice, Unit 101,82 Wood Street,The Tea
Factory, Liverpool L1 4DQ,requesting one and pro-
viding contact details and our name - Ripon Civic
Society.

N ew Y orkshire &  H umber  list  will highlight  buildings at  r isk

Spurred on by concern about the
future of the disused Grimsby Ice
Factory (left), thought to be the
only one surviving in Europe (and
used in the film ‘Atonement’),the
Yorkshire and Humber
Association of Civic Societies
(YHACS) has asked committee
member David Winpenny,
Chairman of RiponCivic Society,

to organise the production of a list of buildings at risk that member societies in
the region are particularly concerned about.

This will help supplement the annual national list,the ‘Heritage at Risk’
Register (www.english-heritage.org.uk/protecting/heritage-at-risk) which already
includes some endangered buildings in the Yorkshire and Humber area.The new
list will help to highlight what local people think about what’s threatened in their
local area,whether it’s listed or not.There are quite a few in Ripon that we can
add to get the list rolling,of course!  
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Some inter esting corners of
Ripon will be open to the pub lic
free of charg e again this y ear, as
par t of Herita ge Open Da ys.

On the afternoon of Sunday 12
September from 2 pm to 4 pm the
Cathedral bell tower will be open for
the first time,and the Masonic Hall on
Water Skellgate and the Gazebo on
Blossomgate will be open,as last year.

RCS is responsible for the open-
ing of the Gazebo and we should
welcome help there, please. If you
can volunteer to help for just half an
hour, it will be greatly appreciated
and will mean that you still have time
to visit the other venues.
If you can help, please telephone

01765 608320 or send an e-mail to
info@riponcivicsociety.org.uk,sug-
gesting a time that will suit you.

N ew Plaques 
nearly in place 
The two new plaques reported in
the last Newsletter have now arrived
and they will be in place very soon.
One is destined for the canal basin
and one for Clova House on
Clotherholme Road,once the home
of Charles Piazzi Smyth - 'pyramid-
iot', photographer and former
Astronomer Royal for Scotland.

Help needed 
f or HODs 

Ther e was good news for Ripon
when plans w ere announced f or
a new cinema at the f ormer
Abbott’ s shop premises on
Nor th Str eet.

The plans,which also includes a
new bar on the North Street
frontage (which will be kept and

enhanced) with apartments above,
will entail the demolition of the rear
part of the building.While the
Society acknowledges that this may
be a loss to the historic fabric of
Ripon,we feel that the benefit that
will be brought to the area will out-
weigh the loss.We have some points
to make on the details of the pro-
posal,which is currently out for con-
sultation,and we shall stress that full
consideration needs to be given to
nearby residents and businesses.

Lights, Cinema,Act ion!

SET T IN G T H IN GS RIGH T  ON K IRK GA T E

Nor th Yorkshir e County Council
(NYCC) is no w going to r estor e
the dama ged setts at the top of
Kirkgate and Duck Hill.

Its original intention was to re-
surface with tarmac, but this would
incur a penalty - repaying the
Heritage Lottery Fund grant.

RCSobjected to the proposal,
pointing out that a great deal of
money and effort was expended in
tr ying to make the streets of the city
more attractive. To go backwards in
this matter would have been to deny
all the progress that the city has
made. We also pointed out that the
purpose of paving Kirkgate all the
way from the Square to the
Cathedral was to create an obvious
link between the two historic cen-
tres of the city.

Correspondence in the Ripon
Gazette has highlighted the fact that
the new setts in Ripon are inferior
to any Victorian ones surviving in
several towns and cities.The latter
are more robust and bigger; Ripon's

modern ones are smaller and lighter
and are easily dislodged.They
haven't been fixed with concrete
because access was said to be
required by archaeologists and utility
companies.Whatever the method of
fixing the setts,the main culprits to
blame for the damage - heavy lorries
and the 36 bus - need to be re-rout-
ed away from Kirkgate, Duck Hill and
the Market Square.

Cabmen’s Shelter -
almost there!
A contractor has been chosen to
repair the Cabmen’s Shelter and
work will begin in October, for com-
pletion over the winter,

N egative news
We received disappointing news
from English Heritage (EH);it has
refused to list the WW1 army huts
because, in its view, they are not spe-
cial enough and they might have been
moved at some point.
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On a mid-week trip to Helmsley in
May, we had a guided tour of the
extensive Walled Garden,set in a
stunning position below the ruined
castle keep.

Originally part of the Duncombe
Park estate and then a thriving com-
mercial enterprise, the garden even-
tually became derelict.

Its restoration is the result of the
inspirational and hard work of the
late Alison Ticehirst,who wanted it
to be a healing garden offering horti-
cultural therapy for disabled and dis-
advantaged people.

A team of paid gardeners and vol-
unteers has continued with what is
obviously a labour of love. There is
still more work to do but it's defi-

nitely worth a visit if you
haven't been yet; there are
glasshouses - one of them
home to a café adorned 
with a variety of vines -
and plants on sale, and it
should soon rank along-
side Scampston as a truly
great walled garden.

After lunch we gath-
ered at the utilitarian
English Heritage archae-
ology store on the edge
of town where two of
its very enthusiastic
curators told us the
stories behind some of
its artifacts - from the

stones of Monk Bretton Priory,
blackened with coal dust,to the fine
limestone effigy of Sir Henry Percy
from Fountains Abbey.

chapels and a crypt chapel and there's
a fine four-manual organ that supports
a strong choral tradition and concerts.

And Courtney was keen to show
us the library of the nearby King's
School,where schoolboy Isaac
Newton scratched his name.

After lunch at 'The Gregory' in the
village of Harlaxton (left - picture cour-
tesy of member Michael G Bell)),we vis-
ited the Manor. Best described as
'Victorian Baroque' this dramatic and
exuberant feat of architectural deco-
ration was built for Gregory Gregory.
It had a variety of owners and uses in
the twentieth century,but has been
restored very well by its current
owners,the University of Evansville,
Indiana,which sends its students for a

semester at
Harlaxton. It
would be interest-
ing to ask them
what they make of
it. Our excellent
guides made it defi-
nitely worth a trip
down the A1 - and
it's probably well
worth a trip across
the Atlantic!

We are grateful to our
committee member,

Visits Coordinator
Daphne Allen,for

arranging these 
excellent outings.

‘Why on earth do you want to
visit Grantham?’ asked our bemused
neighbours.Having lived close by for
many years,the joys of the town were
obviously lost on them - but not on us.

St Wulfram's,a fine mediaeval church
given a five-star rating by Simon Jenkins,
has a noble spire that is one of the
highest in Britain and can
be seen from many miles
away.

Our guide on a sunny
Saturday was Courtney
Finn,a member of
Grantham Civic Society
and Treasurer of St
Wulfram's PCC. He
was a mine of informa-
tion,whisking groups
of us up to the Trigge
chained library and
into the bell tower -
we grabbed our cof-
fee and cake when
we could!  

Good information
panels told us plenty
about the church. It
has little side

SPREADING OUR WINGS - out and about with R CS
Hopping across to Helmsley ... ...and down to Grantham



Get to gr ips with GRIP
Ther e’s a new acronym to learn
- GRIP. It stands f or the Gr eater
Ripon Impr ovement
Par tnership .

GRIP is the successor the the
Ripon City Partnership and its Board
includes representatives from all
three tiers of local government -
Nor th Yorkshire County Council,
Harrogate Borough Council and
Ripon City Council - along with oth-
ers from business,tourism and the
voluntary sector. The chairman is
Judith Donovan.

GRIP’s main aim is to ensure the
vitality and prosperity of Ripon,
recognising that the city and the sur-
rounding area rely a great deal on
each other.

RCSChairman David WInpenny is
on the Main Board of GRIP, and on
its Executive Board. He has special
responsibility for Infrastructure.

Stay longer! 
GRIP wants to encourage shoppers
and visitors to stay longer in the city
centre. It it asking HBC to make the
car parking charges more flexible,
both in the main car park behind
Sainsbury's and at Booth's,so that
people can choose their length of
stay, up to all day.
Another proposal is to make these
car parks free of charge after 3 pm
Monday to Friday and to use the old
gas works site on Stonebridgegate
for parking.A few shops,including
Booths and Philip Hall,are still
involved in the scheme to refund up
to 80p in car parking charges.

Air qualit y controls
GRIP has received a letter from Jill
Reeves,the Environment Protection
Manager at Harrogate Borough

Council (HBC),stating that measure-
ments of pollution - in particular
nitrogen dioxide - from vehicle
exhausts in Low Skellgate (below) and
High Skellgate are above the legal
level.
The problem is exacerbated by the
traffic’s being stationary at the two
sets of traffic lights.

Jill Reeves told David Winpenny
that the streets are now to be desig-
nated an air quality management
area:it is not clear beyond that
exactly what will be done.

Pollution levels in Kirkgate and
Duck Hill should also be measured
and traffic problems throughout the
city centre need to be addressed.

Diar y Dates - September to January
THURSD AY 2 SEPTEMBER
Talk - The Wensleydale Railway 

Ruth Annison

THURSD AY 7 OCT OBER
Awards Ceremony
We roll out the red
carpet again for our
star-studded
Ceremony at the
Spa Hotel.Come
along (drinks recep-
tion from 7.00pm)
and find out who
and what has won!

THURSD AY 4 NO VEMBER
Talk - English Heritage Listing

Eric Branse-Instone,
English Heritage

Followed by our 
Ann ual General

Meeting - come and
make your voice heard!

THURSD AY 2 DECEMBER
Talk - Historic Houses around Ripon

Maurice Taylor(note change from 
printed programme) 

THURSD AY 6 JANU ARY 2011
Talk - Ripon in Old Maps

Richard Taylor   

All meetings at Allhallowgate Methodist 
Church Hall,Victoria Grove,Ripon,start-
ing at 7.30 pm,unless otherwise stated.

Amending y our orders
If you pay your subscription by
standing or der you will need to
amend it,please,by contacting your
bank.There is an increase in the sub-
scription payment from January 2011
to £12 for single membership and
£18 for dual membership.

To streamline the payment of sub-
scriptions we're requesting,please,
that all standing orders are paid
each Januar y, so we’d be most
grateful if you could amend the date
of your standing order so that your
subscription for a new year is always
paid on or before 15 January.
Thank y ou!

Ripon Civic Society is a Registered Charity,No:517434

www.riponcivicsociety.org.uk
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