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OUR BOUNDARIES
-your views,pleasel

How wide a geographical ar ea
should Ripon Civic Society
cover?

This subject hasecently been dis
cussed in committee andeld like
your views,please

Our society's constitution limits
the area upon which RCS can cem
ment brmally - for example in con
nection with planning matteristed
buildings and conseation aeas - to
the city itself. If the boundaries &
extendedthen the RCS constitution
will have to be amendedsubject to
approval,at the nextAnnual General
Meeting on 4 Neember

A widening of its boundaries
would tie in with the nev Greater
Ripon Impovement Pamership
(GRIPsee page 7) - which has a
wider geograhical influence than its
predecessqRipon City Pamership
- and with sentiments of mameo
ple in surounding villages that tlye

'belong' to Ripon.How exacty to
defne nev boundaries will hae to
be looked at,but we should velcome
your views on this.

If villages aund Ripon ae
included thg will be able to consult
RCS ér help and advice - and RCS
will be able to comment on their
planning or consefation matters.

That could include contversial
subjects such as motoryasewice
stations and quaying,and industrial
sites at Roecli# and Melmenria
RCS would be able to comment
where necessaf but it wouldn't hae
to comment on eerything.

It's worth mentioning that
Harrogate Civic Society's constitu
tion allows it to comment on a gry
wide aea.
® Please e-mail your vie ws to

info@riponcivicsociety .org.uk
or telephone 01765 608320.

Special ofer - ree NT entry!

This first y ear of our society's membership of
Civic Voice entitles each RCS member to a
free National Trust day pass.

It provides fee accessof one dg to ary
NationalTrust property during normal opening
hours,subject to a smallumber of restrictions.

The free pass iswvailable to devnload at this link:
www.civicwice.org.uk/nationaltrustcivioiceofer

The pass is transfable and can be @m to
friends or famiyf if a member is atrady a member o
the NationalTrust.

Details of all the Nationdlrust's properties open
to the public ae at wwwnationaltrust.org.ukWe're
very fortunate to hae FountainsAbbey (right)on our
doorstep

If you don't have internet access the ée dg pass
is available i sending a stamped drééssed evelope
to Civic\oice, Unit 101,82Wood Street,TheTea
Factory, Liverpool L1 4DQ,requesting one and pr
viding contact details and our name - Ripon Civic
Society

Niew Yorkshire & Hiumber list will highlight buildings at risk

Spured on by concern about the
future of the disused Grimgbice
Factory (leff), thought to be the
only one suwiving in Eupe (and
used in theifm‘Atonement’) the
Yorkshire and Humber
Association of Civic Societies
(YHACS) has agld committee
member DaidWinpenry,
Chairman of Ripo€ivic Society
to organise the poduction of a list of buildings at risk that member societies in
the region ae paticularly concerned about.

This will help supplement the amal national listhe ‘Heritage at Risk’
Register (wwwenglish-heritagerg.uk/potecting/heritage-at-risk) which aiady
includes some endangmt buildings in th¥orkshire and Humber aa. The nev
list will help to highlight what local people think about whalireatened in their
local aea,whether its listed or not. There are quite a éw in Ripon that ve can

add to get the list plling,of course!
2



SETTING THINGS RIGHT ON KIRKGATE

Nor th Yorkshir e County Council
(NYCC) is no w going to r estore
the dama ged setts at the top of
Kirkgate and Duck Hill.

Its original intention was toe-
surface with tarmadut this would
incur a penalty -epging the
Heritage Lottely Fund grant.

RCSobjected to the poposal,
pointing out that a geat deal of
money and efrt was expended in
trying to mak the streets of the city
more attractive. To go backwads in
this matter would hae been to dey
all the pogress that the city has
made We also pointed out that the
purpose of paing Kirkgate all the
way from the Squeae to the
Cathedral was to arate an obvious
link between the two historic cen
tres of the city

Correspondence in the Ripon

Gazette has highlighted the fact that

the new setts in Ripon & infrior
to anyVictorian ones swriving in
several towns and citiesThe latter
are more robust and biggeRipon's
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modern ones a& smaller and lighter
and ae easy dislodgedThey

haen't been iiked with concete
because access was said to be

required by archaeologists and utility

companiesWhatever the method of
fixing the settsthe main culprits to
blame ér the damage - heg lorries
and the 36 bus - need to beefrout-
ed avay from Kirkgate Duck Hill and
the Marlet Squae.

Cabmens Shelter -

almost there!

A contractor has been chosen to
repair the Cabmenr’Shelter and
work will begin in Octoberfor com-
pletion over the winter,

N ecative news

We receied disppointing n&vs

from English Heritage (EHd;has
refused to list theVW1 army huts
becausen its viev, they are not spe
cial enough and thyemight hae been
moved at some point.

Help needed
for HODs

Some inter esting corners of
Ripon will be open to the pub lic
free of charg e again this year, as
part of Herita ge Open Days.

On the afternoon of Sungal2
September fom 2 pm to 4 pm the
Cathedral bell taver will be open ér
the first time, and the Masonic Hall on
Water Skllgate and the Gazebo on
Blossomgate will be opeas last gar

RCS is esponsibledr the open
ing of the Gazebo andevshould
welcome help thes, please If you
can wlunteer to help br just half an
hour, it will be greatly gopreciated
and will mean thatgu still hae time
to visit the other \enues.

If you can helpplease telephone
01765 608320 or send an e-mail to
info@riponcivicsocietyrg.uk,sug
gesting a time that will suitow.

N ew Plaques
nearly in place

The two new plaques eported in
the last Navsletter hare now arrived
and they will be in place ery soon.
One is destineddr the canal basin
and one ér Clova House on
Clotherholme Roadonce the home
of Charles Piazzi Sith - 'pyramid
iot', photogrgher and érmer
Astronomer Rgal br Scotland.

Lights, Cinema,Act ion!

Ther e was good news for Ripon
when plans were announced for
a new cinema at the f ormer
Abbott’ s shop premises on
Nor th Str eet.

The planswhich also includes a
new bar on the North Street
frontage (which will bedpt and

enhanced) with patments abee,
will entail the demolition of theear
part of the building.While the
Society acknaledges that this ma
be a loss to the historic fabric of
Ripon,we feel that the benef that
will be brought to the aea will out
weigh the lossWe hae some points
to malke on the details of the -
posalwhich is curently out for con-
sultation,and we shall stess that full
consideration needs to be @m to
nearly residents and businesses.
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SPREADING OUR WINGS - out and about with R CS

Hopping across to Helmslg ...

On a mid-week trip to Helmslg in
May, we had a guided tour of the
extensieWalled Gaden,set in a
stunning position belw the ruined
castle leep

Originally patt of the Duncombe
Park estate and then a thriving cem
mercial enterprisethe gaden eer+
tualy became deglict.

Its restoration is the esult of the
inspirational and hdrwork of the
late AlisonTicehirstwho wanted it
to be a healing gden ofering hotti-
cultural thergy for disabled and dis
advantaged people

A team of paid gateners and ®l-
unteers has contmed with what is
obviousy a labour of lee. There is
still more work to do but it's def-
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nitely worth a visit if pu
haen't been wt; there are
glasshouses - one of them
home to a café adorned
with a variety of vines -
and plants on saland it
should soon rank along
side Scampston as a tyul
great walled gaten.
After lunch we gath
ered at the utilitarian
English Heritage ahae
ology store on the edge
of town where two of
its very enthusiastic
curators told us the
stories behind some of
its artifacts - fom the
stones of Monk Bgtton Priory,
blaclened with coal dustp the fine
limestone effyy of Sir Heny Rercy
from FountainsAbbey.

...and dowvn to Grantham

‘Why on eath do you want to

visit Grantham?’ askl our benused
neighbours.Having lied close ly for
mary yearsthe joys of the tavn were

obviousy lost on them - but not on us.

StWoulfram'sa fne mediaeal chuch
given a fve-star rating kg Simonehkins,
has a noble spirthat is one of the
highest in Britain and can
be seen fom mary miles
anay.

Our guide on a sunn
Satuday was Coutney
Finna member of
Grantham Civic Society
andTreasuer of St
Wulfram's PCC He
was a mine of iofma
tion, whisking goups
of us up to thelrigge
chained libray and
into the bell tower -
we grabbed our cof
fee and calk when
we could!

Good inbrmation
panels told us plenty
about the chuch. It
has little side

chagels and a gipt chapel and thee's
a fne bur-marual organ that suppats
a strong choral tradition and conces.
And Courtney was leen to shav
us the libray of the nearly King's
Schoolwhere schoolby Isaac
Newton scratched his name
After lunch at 'The Gegry' in the
village of Harlaxtonl¢ft - pictue cour
tesy of member Miel G Be)lwe vis
ited the Manor Best described as
‘Victorian Baoque' this dramatic and
exuberant éat of achitectural dece
ration was built &r Gregory Gregry.
It had a variety of wners and uses in
the twentieth centus, but has been
restored very well by its curent
owners,the Uniwersity of Evansville
Indianayhich sends its studentsrfa
semester at
Harlaxton. It
would be inteest
ing to ask them
what they male of
it. Our excellent
guides made it def
nitely worth a trip
down theAl - and
it's probabi well
worth a trip acioss
the Atlantic!

We ae gateful to our
committee member
Visits Codmator
Daphneillenfor
arranging these
excellent outings
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Get to grips with GR IP

Ther e’s a new acronym to learn
- GRIP. It stands for the Gr eater
Ripon Impr ovement

Partnership .

GRIP is the successor the the
Ripon City Pamership and its Boar
includes epresentaties flrom all
three tiers of local gvernment -
North Yorkshire County Council,
Harrogate Boough Council and
Ripon City Council - along with oth
ers from businesgpurism and the
voluntary sector The chairman is
Jdudith Donovan.

GRIPS main aim is to ensarthe
vitality and posperity of Ripon,
recognising that the city and the sur
rounding aea rely a geat deal on
each other

RCSChairman DaidWInpenry is
on the Main Boat of GRIPand on
its Executive Boad. He has special
responsibilitydr Infrastructure.

Stay longer!

GRIP wants to encourage shoppers
and visitors to stg longer in the city
centre. It it asking HBC to mak the
car parking charges mefrflexible
both in the main car park behind
Sainsbw's and at Booth'so that
people can choose their length of
stay, up to all dg.

Another proposal is to ma& these
car parks fee of charge after 3 pm
Monda to Friday and to use the old
gas vorks site on Stonebridgegate
for parking. A few shopsjncluding
Booths and Philip Halye still
involved in the scheme toefund up
to 80p in car parking charges.
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Air qualit y controls
GRIP haseceiwed a letter fom Jill

Reeves,the Ervironment Pptection
Manager at Hapgate Boough

Council (HBC)stating that measer
ments of pollution - in parcular
nitrogen dixide - from wvehicle
exhausts in Ler Slellgate belav) and
High Skllgate ae above the legal
level.

The problem is exacerbatedybthe
traffic's being stationar at the two
sets of trafic lights.

Jill Rewes told DaridWinpenry
that the streets ae now to be desig
nated an air quality management
area:it is not clear bgond that
exactly what will be done

Pollution levels in Kirkgate and
Duck Hill should also be measd
and trafic problems thoughout the
city centre need to be adressed.

Diar ) Dates -september to January

THURSD AY 2 SEPTEMBER
Talk -TheWenslg/dale Raivay
RuthAnnison

THURSD AY 7 OCT OBER
Awards Ceemory
We noll out theed
carpet agairof our
star-studded

Ceemony at the
Spa HotelCome
along (dnks ecep
tion fom 7.00pm)
and ind out who
and what has wbn

THURSD AY 4 NO VEMBER
Talk - English Heritage Listing
Elic Banse-Instone
English Héage
Followed by our
Annual General
Meeting - come and
male your voice head!

THURSD AY 2 DECEMBER

Talk - Historic Houses arund Ripon
MauticeTaylor(note change im
printed programme)

THURSD AY 6 JANU ARY 2011
Talk - Ripon in Old Mps
Ridhad Taylor

All meetings allhallegate Methodist
Churb Hallyictoila Gove Riponstat-

ing at 7.30 pmuynless otherwise stated.

Amending y our orders

If you pay your subscription kg
standing or der you will need to
amend itpleaseby contacting gur
bank.There is an incease in the sub
scription pgment flom Janary 2011
to £12 for single membership and
£18 r dual membership

To streamline the pament of sub
scriptions ve're requestingplease
that all standing alers ae paid
each Jaruary, so wed be most
grateful if yu could amend the date
of your standing oder so that yur
subscriptiondr a new year is alvays
paid on or befre 15 Janary.
Thank y ou!

www.riponcivicsocietyrg.uk

Ripon Civic Society is a Regyis@aty, No:517434



