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For the first time the national
umbrella society for Civic Societies,
Civic Voice, is celebrating the work of
civic societies and civic trusts
throughout the country. It is building
on the success of the former Civic
Societies Week, run for the last three
years by the Yorkshire and Humber
Association of Civic Societies
(YHACS) - in which Ripon Civic
Society has received awards each
year!

As a member of both Civic Voice
and YHACS, we are keen to support
Civic Day - but the date chosen is
Saturday 25 June. As this is also
Armed Forces Day, organising our
own event on the Market Square -
our first idea - ie not poesible.

We have decided instead to hold a
photographic competition for
schools, called 'Quirky Ripon'. We're
looking for photographs to illustrate
the theme of Ripon's quirkiness.
They can be pictures of anything -
odd details of buildings, unusual hap-
penings or events, nature, people -
that capture something about Ripon
and the surrounding area.

There are two categories - for
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A photo competition for young people
Calling all young people! Here’s a chance to

oX ‘ win a digital camera, in a new competition run
- : ., by Ripon Civic Society to mark national Civic

Day in June.

age - and there is no charge to enter
the competition. The winner of each
class will reccive a prize of a digital
camera, and there will be cash prizes
for runners up.

Please encourage any young peo-
ple you know aged eighteen and
under to enter!

There is more information about
the competition and an entry form
on the Civic dociety's website, at
www.riponcivicsociety.org.uk. The
closing date for entries is 31 May
2011.

children of Primary and Secondary

PLANNING AHEAD
IN AND OUT OF RIPON

You will probably know by now that
Morrison’s supermarket is hoping to
build a new store adjacent to its cur-
rent building on Harrogate Road. The
old store would become a DIY store,
and there would also be a hotel on
the site, as well as some business or
indietrrial nnire

The development would mean that
there would be a new access road
from the bypass, with a new round-
about.

The land is scheduled by Harrogate
Borough Council (HBC) for business
and employment use, not for retail - a
matter that the council will have to
consider. There are other hurdles to
be overcome before a decision can be
made.

There has alse been some ill-
informed speculation about sums of
money being extracted from
Morrison’s; planning permission will
never be granted on payment of
money. but in accordance with the
regulations and the needs of the
community for the development.

Our planning sub-committee is
taking a good look at the proposed
new Morrison's development. At the
time of writing there is an environ-
mental assessment; a formal planning
application has yet to be made.

Some of the residents of our
city's rural hinterland have wel-
comed Ripon Civic Society's

catciiun vl it buwindar ica.

We wrote to local parish councils
explaining our new boundaries, and
we have received some replies, wel-
coming our changes.

As the last newsletter explained,
the Society will take a cautious
approach if it is asked to intervene in
planning concerns in the wider Ripon
area; we will look at each case on its
merits and decide if our comments
would be helpful.

‘Workshop looks at Cathedral

One of the most favoured moves was
for the closure of Minster Road (see
opposite).
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The cabmen's shelter has been
restored and returned to the Market
Square - but not without controver-
sy! Complaints about shoddy work-
manship were mostly unfounded;
most of the things that were criti-
ricnad were knawn ahair and have
been fixed.

Meanwhile, Independent candi-
dates claimed in local election
leaflets, perhaps justifiably, that the

Several members of the Civic Society's
committee took part in a day's work-
shop looking how the cathedral can
increase its number of visitors and its
income by better using the buildings
and land around the cadhedral iwell

A number of interesting ideas were
put forward, and will be taken to the
cathedral’s governing body, the
Chapter, for further consideration.

restoration was a great achievement,
but unfortunately implied that the
shelter was in a bad condition when
it was transferred from Ripon Civic
Society to the City Council in 1999.
Ripon Civic Society's stout rebutral
of the misleading claim caused same
upset. It's very unfortunate that the
shelter was used in an attempt to
make political gain.

The Society also pointed out that
the cost of more than £8000 for the
restoration would have been much
less had tha council regularly main-
tained the shelter - and that
Harrogate Borough Council only
provided a 50 per cent grant
towards the cost because the
Soclety successfully applied to English
Heritage to have it made a listed
building - a move that was bitterly
opposed at the time by Ripon City
Council members!

Minster Road closure proposed

The question of what to do about
Minster Road has become topical,
with a desire by the cathedral
authorities to have it clesad te halp
protect the fabric of the ancient
building.

This is an important matter, to
which the Society has given consider-
ation. It has been part of our traffic

policy for the city for some time (you
can read the policy on the website)

and we support the move.

We realise, of course, that provi-
sion must be made for access to the
Old Deanery and other properties,

but we believe
that a solution
should be
pescible to
any problems.
Ripon’s is the
only English
cathedral
with a road
running so
elese, and
action
needs to be
taken before it is damaged
severely.

Networking and communicating

Our parent organisation, Clvic
Voice, held a 'Spring Network
North' event in Manchester in
March.

Griff Rhys Jones, President of the
organisation (above, with RCS
Chairman David Winpenny), spoke
enthusiastically to civic society mem-
bers from across the north of
England, saying, ‘We all have some-
thing we love about where we live.
There are so many ways to show we
care and play our part. It is easy to
get involved and learn something
new about our neighbourhood!
Many ideas and concerns were
exchanged during the day and David
Winpenny led a workshop on 'com-
munication', which looked at how to
deal with the media and to use a
website and e-mail to communicate
with members.

Going Green

Saturday 9 July has been desig-
nated 'Green Day' in Ripon.
Look out for all sorts of interest-
ing goinge-on in the Market Square
that are all to do with conserving
energy and saving the planet. We
hope to have a stall where we can
publicise ourselves and our aims to
conserve the best of Ripon and save
its individual character and heritage -
if you can halp that day, even for an
hour or two, please let us know!
We'd also welcome help with

the Heritage Open Day event in
September. We shall open the
Gazebo off Blossoamgate an the
afternoon of Sunday 11 September -
and we hope to arrange some other
local openings, too. Visitors to the
Gazebo always like to chat, and we
lear i a luc frun e, wo! Do juin
us if you can - call 01765 608320 if
you want more information!

It is a year since Civic Voice was set
up in April 2010, following the
demise of the Civic Trust. In these
twelve months it has made a consid-
erable impact with Government min-
isters and other national politicians,
and has aired its views on Radio 4's
"You and Yours', on news pro-
grammes and in the national press.

And it has done this with just two
staff (one in the north of England!)
and a shoestring budget. One of its
main concerns is challenging the
Government on what its 'Big Society’
is all about and where civic societies
fit in to its scheme of things.
wwewcivieveice.orgaul

New Chairman

for Yorkshire

Kevin Trickett
(right), President
of Wakefield
Civic Society, has
taken over the
baton from
Peter Cooper as
Chairman of the
Yorkshire and
Humber
Association of
Civic Societies
(YHACS).

Kevin enthuses everyone
with his good ideas and sound
advice: his masterminding of the
regional civic societies week for the
lagt thres yeare has inspired Civie
Voice's Civic Day (see front page).
www.yhacs.org.uk

Walks for all

Last year we got together with
the local Ramblers to prepare a
series of walks leaflets taking
visitors (and locals!) on six
routes in and around the city.

For a number of reasons the pro-
duction of the leaflets has been
delayed, but we are now in sight of
the finishing line!

Look out in the next few weeks
for the six walks. Each one has been
given a name conneccted with the
area and the subject matter.

Three of them are walks within
the city. They are:
Hornblowers Walk - exploring

the sniclicts and ginnels of the cigy
Mayors Walk - around the three
museums
Millers Walk - following the River
Skell up to High Cleugh

Going further afield are:
Fishermens Walk - linking the
Skell and the Ure
Navigators Yvalk - along the
canal and back through Littlethorpe
Monks Walk - to Studley Royal
and Fountains Abbey, with shorter
options.
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After lunch, which you are free to

Out and About (again')

The visit to Gledstone Hall (above)
and Hellifield Peel on Sunday 15
May is fully booked. Details of tim-
ings will be sent out very soon to
everyone who is going. If anyone

find in Hexham (or bring your own!)
we shall visit nearby Cherryburn
(below), the birthplace and home of
the artist and engraver Thomas
Bewick.

would like to be on a waiting list for
a place that might become available

at the last minute, please e-mail the Many of Bewick’s wood engravings

Secretary - shella@winpennypr.co.uk are of the countryside arcund the

On Saturday 25 June we have a
visit to Hexham, where members of
its civic suciety will shuw us round
the Abbey (above) and the town.
Hexham Abbey has close links with
St Wilfrid, of course - including a
crypt that, like Ripon's, dates from his

ti
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cottage and of local life.

If you would like to go on this visit,
which will be by coach, please com-
plete the enclosed form and send it,
with your payment, to 'RCS Hexham
Vicit' Vieraria Villa, Princess Rnad,
Ripon HG4 IHW. If you are a mem-
ber of the National Trust, please have
your membership card with you on
the trip for free entry to Cherryburn
(not included in the cost).

Plaques ...and more plaques...

Vve have a new plaque - the thirtieth -
now in place.

It tells the history of Ripon Canal,
and has been put in place on one of the
two gateposts of the canal basin by
Civic Society member Brian Carroll
(above), our regular and much-valued
plaque-fixer!

The text on the plaque says:

RIPON CANALAND CANAL BASIN

A canal to connect Ripon to the River

Ure was first proposed in {736 and

was constructed between | 767 and

1773 to plans by engineer John

Smeaton. Derelict by 1894 and
abandoned in 1956, the 2/:-mile

canal was partially restored in the

1980s and the Canal Basin was finally
reopened in 1996.
We are grateful to Mr and Mrs Morgan,
owners of the canal basin, for their help
with our new plaque. ¥e are now con-
sidering other locations for plaques that
tell mure of Ripun's histury.

Diary Dates -

pleased that Richard Willis, one of our
members and operator of 'Ripon
Scenic Cruises', can step into the
breach. Entitled "Wonders of the
Waterways', his talk will be, very
appropriately, about canals.

THURSDAY 8 SEPTEMBER
Talle - ‘A Muddy
History of
Britain - a local
view'

Gillian Hovell
speaks about
archaeology

THURSDAY
6 OCTOBER
Awards Evening - come along and
see who's won what in our most
Important public event of the year!

", THURSDAY

% 3 NOVEMBER
Talk -

@ Conservation
matters

A Harrogate Borough
Council Conservation

Officer.

Winners of Ripon Civic Society's
Annual Awards will now be able to
have a permanent reminder of their
award, in the form of a circular stain-
less steel plaque.

The Society has commissioned the
new plaques, each |0 centimetres in
diameter, to mark the awards. They
show the Society's logo and the
words 'Award Winner'. They will be
offered to winners of the next
Awards, which will be presented in
October this year, and are available
on request to past winners. There
will be a charge of £15.00 for each
plaque.

David Winpenny, Chairman of the
Socicty (right, with enc of the new
plaques), says, "We always give our
Award winners a certificate, but we
felt that a
permanent
reminder
that they
could affix
to their
premises -
inside or
out -
would be
a good
way both
of publi-
rising the
winners and reminding
people of one aspect of the Society's
work.'

. Any past winners wanting one of
the new plagues should contact
the Society on 01765 608320 or e-
mail info@riponcivicsociety.org.uk

January to May 2011

# THURSDAY THURSDAY
i 5 MAY | DECEMBER - —
§ Unfortunately Talk - Gayle n
Malcolm Mill
Neesam has had A speaker for
to withdraw the Mill will tell
from speaking us about its .
to the mem- restoration and S
bers’ meeting future plans |
on 5 May. We
are very

All meetings at Allhallowgate Methodist
Church Hall,Victoria Grove, Ripon, start-
ing at 7.30 pm, unless otherwise stated.
vieeungs are open 1o all - non-members
pay £2.00 per meeting.

The programme for 2012 will be
revealed later in the year!

PLEASE AMEND!
Subscriptions increased from £10
to £12 (single membership) and
from £15 to £18 (dual member-
ship) in January this year.

If you overlocked that, please send
the outstanding amount to our
Membership Secretary, Mrs Joan
Rosher, as soon as possible.

If you pay your subscription by
standing order, please make sure that
you have amended it so that your new
payment is £12 for single membership
or £18 for dual membership and that
it is paid each year by |5 January.

www.riponcivicsociety.org.uk
Ripen Civic Society is a Registered Charity, No: 517434



