
Ripon Civic Society wants to see mor e
tr ees in the city .

We have begun working with Harrogate
Borough Council's Arboricultural Manager and
with representatives of North Yorkshire
County Council,with the aim initially of seeing
more trees being planted along the main
approach roads into Ripon and on other roads
in the city.

A hundred and twenty years ago the
Marquess of Ripon had lines of trees planted
along Palace Road,Nor th Road and Studley
Road;many of them are still there. Over the
years many have been lost or removed,and we
hope they will be replaced.This will not only
improve the streets but will also help to pre-
vent opportunistic and illegal parking on foot-
paths.

We have also identified a number of sites in
the city where additional planting would
improve the visual aspect.

Among the benefits of trees are that as well
as their aesthetic and amenity value, they
absorb carbon dioxide, release oxygen,lock up
carbon and bind particulate matter and pollu-
tion,provide shelter and shade and act as natu-
ral screens,help to soften built and hard land-
scapes and reduce noise levels.

They can also increase property values,
make areas more attractive to investors,bring
down the stress of urban living,reduce crime
levels and even help with positive thinking!  So
let’s have lots more trees in the city.

Winners’ Quirky look at Ripon

Young photo graphers in our 'Quirky Ripon' competition came up 
with some inter esting ideas of quirkiness . . .

The best (above with David Winpenny,Chairman of the Society) were 11 and 
under winner Beau Roddis,with her picture of ‘Hens on a Bench’,and Izzy Edwards,
who won the older category with her ‘Barefoot in Barefoot Steet’ picture (below).
Ashley Colman (right) was Highly Commended for his study of Ripon Canal in 
winter,called ‘Only a Winters Day’. We are grateful to everyone who entered.

The competition was Ripon Civic Society’s effort for Civic Voice's 'Civic Societies
Week',modelled on the idea already tried and tested by the Yorkshire and Humber
Association of Civic Societies (YHACS) and for which we have been commended in
previous years;we have also entered ‘Quirky Ripon’ in this year's YHACS competition.
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Walks for all
Have you seen the ne w walks leaflets r ecentl y 

published by Ripon Civic Society in association 
with Ripon Ramb lers? 

Have you bought one?  They're just 50 pence each.
And better still,have you done any of the walks?  
Named after local characters who have been - or 
still are! - part of Ripon’s history,they range from
short strolls through the streets of the city, where
visitors are encouraged to visit places of interest 
such as the Cathedral,museums and gardens,to 
longer circuits around the rivers or canal or
taking in Studley Royal and Fountains Abbey -  
with shorter options.

Apparently they are selling like hot cakes!
We are so fortunate in Ripon not just to have 
an attractive city that is so compact and easily 
explored but to be able to enjoy easily the most
delightful countryside on our doorstep.

So much fresh air and green space is just a hop,
skip and a jump away - so put your boots on,follow the
directions in the leaflets and feel the benefit of a good walk -
it blows the cobwebs away!

We are grateful to Ripon Ramblers for their very generous 
contribution to the cost and development of the leaflets.

LATEST NEWS! Work has now begun on a new leaflet,which 
will take visitors around the many Civic Society plaques in the city.
According to our friends in the Tourist Information Centre in 
Ripon,this is the one visitors ask for most - so this,too, should sell well!

Yarns about plaques
As part of the city-wide 'Ripon Yarns' festival,
Richard Taylor, the Society’s Committee member
responsible for our 30 green plaques,led a group
of around 20 people - locals and visitors to the
city - on a tour of some of them,telling the sto-
ries behind them.Richard is seen here at the
Workhouse Museum with some of the people who
took part in the walk.

A big attraction!
Our society belongs to the Yorkshire and Humber

Association of Civic Societies (YHACS),which meets
four times a year in different places.

The next regional meeting will be on 5 November at
Toll Gavel Chapel,Beverley,where the guest speaker will
be Rt Hon Eric Pickles MP, Secretary of State for
Communities and Local Government (right). He will
have plenty to say,of course,about the Government's
Localism Bill - apparently giving community groups the
right to take over public buildings and run local services - but there also be time to
question him.Is the Bill a smokescreen for more austerity?  Will it r esult in groups
scrambling around procuring private contracts?  And then there's planning policy .. .

It promises to be a lively afternoon and there's plenty of room at the Chapel
for a strong Yorkshire turnout. The meeting will run from 1.00 pm to 4.00 pm.
Usually there is a guided walk through the town before these events,starting at 
11.00am,with time for a quick sandwich before the meeting.Please call 01765 
608320 or email info@riponcivicsociety.org.uk for further details if you would like
to attend. And we're encouraging car-sharing,of course!

Another big name!
Our national body,Civic Voice,has achieved an impres-

sive coup - Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg will address
the AGM of Civic Voice on the weekend of 14 and 15
October in Sheffield. It starts at 1.00 pm on Friday 14
October at The Workstation, a recently-refurbished exhi-
bition venue near the centre of Sheffield and home to
Sheffield Civic Trust. Nick Clegg will welcome everyone to
his constituency and the weekend includes a tour of Park
Hill,Europe's largest listed building,finishing at 4.00pm on

Saturday 15 October. The cost for attending is £20.
Visit www.civicvoice.org.uk/about/meetings/ to book your place. This is a good

chance to meet civic society members from around the country - and we can 
recommend Sheffield's trams!

Our voice in Parliament
To date, 30 MPs,including five from Yorkshire constituencies,have joined the

All-Party Parliamentary Group on Civic Societies,led by Laura Sandys MP, daughter
of Duncan Sandys,who founded the Civic Trust. This will enable representation of
Civic Voice in Parliament,and make sure our views are heard. 42



Have you used your vouchers?    
Because Ripon Civic Society is a member of Civic Voice you are eligible for a

free day access pass to any 
National Trust property, like 
Studley Royal (right); this is worth
up to £14 - even more than the
cost of your RCS membership!
If you are already a member of 
the National Trust this pass can
be given to a friend or relative.

You can also can apply for a pass to any English
Heritage property, such as Whitby Abbey (left). The
pass can be used between 1 September 2011 and 31
January 2012.To obtain your pass,please complete
the form on the Civic Voice website (see below). 

Couples should register twice - once for each
individual - to receive the voucher. If you don't have
internet access or access to a printer, a copy
of your pass can be obtained by providing your 

name, civic society name and your address and telephone number, and supplying a
stamped addressed envelope to:Ian Harvey,Civic Voice (National Trust/English 
Heritage Offer),Unit 101,82  Wood Street,Liverpool,L1 4DQ.

www.civicvoice.org.uk/about/partners/the-national-trust/national-trust-special-offer/ 
www.civicvoice.org.uk/about/partners/english-heritage/english-heritage-civic-voice-pass/

Only connect .. .

Don’t forget the website!
If you are on-line,don’t forget to visit the Society’s website,where you can find 

details of forthcoming meetings,information about the other activities RCS is 
involved in,and all the articles from the Ripon Gazette since 2007.There are links  

to other useful websites,and even a place where you can contact us to give us 
your thoughts,ideas - and criticisms!  Why not take a look now?

Playing host
We have been very pleased to 
have hosted visits from two civic
societies this summer.

In June Selby Civic Society 
visited Markenfield Hall and then
came into Ripon,where David 
Winpenny took them on a tour
around the city, including the 
museums,the Spa Baths and 
Spa Gardens,and the Market
Square, followed by a good look
at the Cathedral.

In July Grantham Civic Society
(above,on their visit to the Cathedral) had to cope with a very rainy morning at
Fountains Abbey,but at least when they arrived in Ripon the sky cleared and the 
sun came out for their tour of the city and cathedral.This was a reciprocal visit,
following our trip to Grantham last year.

It's good to meet members of other civic societies and compare notes on our
urban landscapes and current concerns.We can pick up good ideas from each 
other - and even offer and receive advice. And very importantly, we can spread 
the word that our towns and cities are well worth visiting!

Days out
In the warm,dry

month of May we drove
towards the rolling hills
just west of Skipton and
into a cold drizzle. The
weather spoilt our enjoy-
ment of the garden at
Gledstone (right),but in
the Hall,(designed,like
the garden,by Sir Edwin
Lutyens;it was his last
country house) we were
warmly welcomed by its
owner,artist Margaret
Francis.

Part of the ground
floor is a working studio
and upstairs there is5

If you use email and are not yet receiving a regular email news bulletin
from Ripon Civic Society,why not provide us with your email address
so that you keep up to date with what's happening.Please contact us
at info@riponcivicsociety.org or telephone 01765 608320 if you wish
to start receiving news by email.
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a long gallery hung
with abstract art-
work.

This is an odd
juxtaposition;
Lutyens' careful 
proportions and 
clean lines (there 
is a dramatic stair-
case, right)are 
nearly lost behind
bright paintings 
and imposing   
sculptures - like
the lifesize wood-
en horse in the
dining room.

But in recent 
years Margaret 
Francis has been 
painstakingly restoring what was a tired and run-down mansion,scraping walls and
returning floors to their original state. Despite being so busy with her house and
her work - she was due to be in sunny California with her son,Augustus,at their
art exhibition - she gave us a thorough tour and half-way through,gave us tea,
coffee, cordials,cakes and strawberries - much appreciated! 

In the afternoon we visited Hellif ield
Peel, featured on the much-repeated
'Grand Designs' on Channel 4.This was lit-
erally a monumental piece of restoration,as
architect Francis Shaw delighted in explain-
ing to us.He has transformed a crumbling
scheduled ancient monument into a lovely
home,with carefully designed features - the
bathrooms are a work of art (left) - and
tasteful furnishings.It's all beautifully done,
in sympathy with the long history of the
building.

Francis is an engaging guide and his
enthusiasm for this difficult project is evi-
dent:‘I always wanted to live in a castle’,he
says. He recounted how English Heritage
were generally helpful and supportive,as
seen in his 'pièce de résistance' - the pent-
house suite,with commanding views  over
the countryside;it brilliantly

enhances the roofline. The penthouse
(left,with Francis Shaw by the doorway) is
available as a holiday let,or guests can
stay in one of the en-suite rooms
below, for bed and breakfast.

In June,and in better weather, we
hopped on a coach to explore
Hexham (below), a town just slightly
smaller than Ripon.They bear interest-
ing comparison:both are dormitory
towns,with many people working else-
where,both have lost control of their
own affairs to a larger,more distant
council,both have excellent secondary
schools founded in the 16th century,
both have good museums featuring the
'law and order' of the past,both still

have their traditional markets and both were  famous for their special mediaeval
trades - rowel-making in Ripon and leather in Hexham.

Most significantly,St Wilfrid
founded monasteries in these
places,where,a few hundred years
later, great mediaeval churches
were built: in both Ripon
Cathedral and Hexham Abbey the
Saxon crypts of Wilfrid's original
churches survive.

And here's a thought:Ripon
lacks two important assets that
Hexham possesses - a railway sta-
tion and very modern general hos-
pital. What can we do about that?

Can we share?
Using our own cars for some visits,like these reported above,makes things

easier to organise - but not everyone has a car. If more of us are happy to share
transport (people can make their own arrangements for sharing costs) then more
of us can enjoy the days out. We're already planning next year's visits,so car-
sharing will be encouraged - and we'll also advertise the fact that non-members 
of the society are welcome to join us on the trips.
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Wider still . . .
This year's Awards Ceremony on Thursday 6 October will mark

a new chapter in our recognition of
good design,restoration,craftsmanship
and enterprise in our 
built environment. Now that the soci-
ety's boundaries have been extended,
we have assessed 
buildings in villages around Ripon as
well as in the city. Just this time, so
that enough significant work is consid-
ered in this larger area,we have cast
our net over projects completed
within the last three years.

The work of the Awards com-
mittee this summer has been both enjoyable and

difficult. A group of us visited several contenders outside Ripon;we discovered
what care,dedication and sheer hard work has gone into local projects.We have
been delighted that people from outside our society have helped us come to final
decisions on the winners this year. Henry Pankhurst from Harrogate Civic 
Society, Emma Ryan from Great Northern Wine and two sixth-formers from 
Ripon Grammar School each cast a different perspective on our deliberations 
and their observations and comments helped us enormously.

Planning matters
One of the main functions of the Society is to try to ensure that the develop-

ment of the city of Ripon and the surrounding area is carried out to the benefit 
of all,and to the highest possible standards. A number of major proposals have 
been before the Committee or the Planning Subcommittee in recent months;
they include a new Morrison’s store (architects’drawing below),with associated 
hotel and business units adjacent to the current Morrison’s site; a 70-bed care

home by the roundabout at Quarry Moor; and a new hotel next to the Econ works
on Boroughbridge Road.

We have already commented
to Harrogate Borough Council
on these proposals,and we shall
continue to monitor progress
with vigilance. enhances the 

Cooking the
beetles

Maurice Taylor , Chairman of 
the Friends of the Cha pel of 
St Mar y Magdalen, and a Vice-
President of Ripon Civic Society ,
describes a new way to solv e an 
age-old pr oblem.

When the architect's five-yearly 
inspection report for St Mary
Magdalen's,Ripon's grade 1 listed 
Leper Chapel,arrived in September 
2010,we expected that work would 
be required - it always is.The report
told us what must be done within one
year, two years and five years. Most 
urgent was to treat woodworm and 
death watch beetle infestation,upgrade
and update the heating system,improve
access,repair the bellcote and add a 
vestry cupboard.

It was provisionally estimated that
all this would cost about £40,000 
(now nearer £70,000),quite a 
challenge for a small congregation and 
that was for only the most urgent 
jobs. The Friends of St Mary 
Magdalen's Chapel agreed to cover 
the cost of the beetle treatment and 
of altering the path,some £6000 to 
£10,000.

Chemical treatment for the beetle 
infestation was not an option the 
architect,David Sherriff of  Simmon-
sherriff, advised;he recommended an
innovative scheme of 'tenting' the 
affected areas to 'cook' the insects.

Subsequently a new heating system,
with air source pumps positioned to 
the north east of the churchyard  and
controlled by light-sensitive cells
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St Mary Magdalen 
Chapel,as seen in The 
Tourist’s Companion,
published in 1822

on the roof,would
maintain temper-
ature levels and 
reduce humidity to
stop the insects 
breeding.Initially
this will add signifi-
cantly to heating
costs but in the 
longer term,eco-
nomically and envir-
onmentally it should 
prove effective,ensuring  the future of the chapel which is,of course, older than 
Ripon Cathedral's above-ground structure and Fountains  Abbey.

Wh y not g o along to see the Cha pel on Herita ge Open Da y - Sunday 
11 September?  It is open betw een 2.00pm and 4.00pm.

Open to view
We should be very grateful indeed if you
could spare an hour - or even half an hour! -
helping us welcome visitors to the Gazebo
on Blossomgate on the afternoon of Sunday
11 September - part of Heritage Open Days.
Please telephone 01765 608320 or contact
us at info@riponcivicsociety.org if you can
help. We're usually amazed at the number of
people who turn up to gaze!

Several other interesting buildings in the
city will be open - the Masonic Hall on
Water Skellgate, the Mayor's Parlour in the
Town Hall,the Cathedral ringing chamber
(left), the holding cell at the Courthouse
Museum,the Workhouse Garden and 
St Mary Magdalen Chapel.

Around the Society
You - and your vote - count!
The Executive Committee is,as ever, engrossed in important

business - and is always pleased to welcome new members!  Would you like to be
more involved in the work of Ripon Civic Society?  If you can give some of your
time and expertise, we should like to hear from you!  Nominations for the commit-
tee should be sent to the Secretary shortly before the Annual General Meetingon 3
November.

Impor tant vote for a modest proposal
At the AGM,which takes place on 3 November at
Allhallowgate Methodist Church Hall,we shall dis-
cuss and vote on the proposal that a small charge 
of just £1 per member (no charge for committee
members - we believe they deserve a little perk) 
is made at members' meetings and that the charge
for guests should be increased from £2 to £3.

This is to offset the increase in the speaker's fee, which,to ensure the quality of our
speakers,the committee has decided to raise to £75.Our intention is always to
keep membership costs as low as possible - and belonging to Ripon Civic Society
remains exceedingly good value.

Diary dates - September to December 2011
Thursday 8 September: Talk -‘A Mud dy Histor y of Britain; a local view’ .

Gillian Hovell speaks about archaeology.

Thursday 6 October: Awards Evening at the Spa Hotel - come along and see 
who’s won what in our most important public event of the year! Join us for
a glass of wine from 7.00pm

Thursday 3 November:Talk - ‘Conser vation Matters’ 
A Harrogate BoroughCouncilConservation Officer talks about looking 
after the area’s historic buildings.Our Ann ual General Meeting follows.

Thursday 1 December:Talk - ‘Gayle Mill’ - find out about the restoration of this
important Wensleydale Mill.

Meetings start at 7.30pm and take place at Allhallowgate Methodist Church Hall unless stated.
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