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GREENING THE CITY

Ripon Civic Society wants to see mor e
tr ees in the city .

We hase begun wrking with Harogate
Borough Council'@rboricultural Manager and
with representaties of North Yorkshire
County Councilwith the aim initial} of seeing
more trees being planted along the main
gpproach ioads into Ripon and on othemoads
in the city

A hundred and tventy years ag the
Marguess of Ripon had lines okgs planted
along Palace Roadorth Road and Studie
Roadmary of them ae still there. Over the
years mag hae been lost or emoved,and we
hope they will be replaced.This will not ony
improve the streets but will also help to @
vent opportunistic and illegal parking oadt-
paths.

We have also identiéd a umber of sites in
the city whee adlitional planting wuld
improve the visual aspect.

Among the benéts of trees ae that as vell
as their aesthetic and amenity valtresy
absorb carbon dixide, release gygenjock up
carbon and bind paiculate matter and pollu
tion, provide shelter and shade and act as natu
ral scieenshelp to soften built and harland
scges and educe noise leels.

They can also in@ase poperty values,
male aras moe attracti\e to investors,bring
down the stress of urban livingeduce crime
levels and gen help with positig thinking! So
let's have lots more trees in the city

Wlnners Quwky Iook at Rlpon

Young photo graphers in our 'Quirky Ripon' competition came up
with some inter esting ideas of quirkiness . ..

The best (abee with DavidWinpenry, Chairman of the Society)ave 11 and
under winner Beau Ralis,with her picture of‘Hens on a Benchénd Izzy Edwads,
who won the older categry with her‘Baiefoot in Baefoot Steet’ pictue (belav).
Ashlegy Colman (right) was HighlCommendeddr his study of Ripon Canal in
winter, calledOnly aWinters Day’. We ate grateful to @eryone who enteed.

The competition was Ripon Civic Socistgfbrt for Civic\Voice's 'Civic Societies
Week',;modelled on the idea aady tried and testedybthe Yorkshire and Humber
Association of Civic Societies (YIE&) anddr which we hare been commended in
previous earswe hase also enteed‘Quirky Ripon’ in this gar'sYHACS competition.
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Walks for all

Have you seen the new walks leaflets r ecently
published by Ripon Civic Society in association
with Ripon Ramb lers?
Have you bought one?They're just 50 pence each.

And better still,have you done ag of the walks?
Named after local characters whoveabeen - or
still are! - pat of Ripons histoty,they range fom
short strolls through the steets of the citywhere
visitors ae encouraged to visit places of ingst
such as the Cathedrahuseums and gdensto
longer cicuits aound the rivers or canal or
taking in Studle Royal and BuntainsAbbey -
with shorter options.

Appaently they are selling lig hot cales!
We are so brtunate in Ripon not just to ha
an attractie city that is so compact and egsil
explored but to be able to enjp easy the most
delightful countyside on our doorstep

So nuch fresh air and gren space is just a hpp
skip and a jumpveay - so put yur boots on,follow the
directions in the leaflets anedl the benet of a good walk -
it blows the cobvebs avay!

We are grateful to Ripon Ramblersrftheir very geneous
contribution to the cost and deelopment of the leaflets.

LATEST NEWS! Work has nav begun on a n& leafletwhich

will take visitors apbundthe mary Civic Society plaques in the city
According to our friends in thd@ourist Inbrmation Centre in

Ripon this is the one visitors asloif most - so thistoo, should sell wlI!

Yarns about plaques

As pat of the city-wide 'Ripory¥arns’ estival,
Richad Taylor, the Societyy Committee member
responsibledr our 30 green plaguesed a goup
of around 20 people - locals and visitors to the
city - on a tour of some of thentelling the ste
ries behind them.Ridad is seen herat the

Workhouse Museum with some of the people who

took parin the walk.

A big attraction!

Our society belongs to th¥orkshire and Humber
Association of Civic Societies (YE&)which meets
four times a war in diférent places.
The next regional meeting will be on 5 Nlember at
Toll Garel Chael,Beverley,where the guest speak will
be Rt Hon Eric Pickles MBecetary of State ér
Commnunities and Local Gernment ¢igh). He will
hase plenty to sg of course about the Gaernment's
Localism Bill - gpaently giving commnity gioups the
right to take over public buildings and run local sares - but thee also be time to
guestion him.Is the Bill a smadsceen br more austerity?Will it r esult in goups
scrambling aund procuring private contractsAnd then thee's planning policy. .
It promises to be a Iely afternoon and thes's plenty of oom at the Chapel
for a strongYorkshire turnout. The meeting will run fsm 1.00 pm to 4.00 pm.
Usual there is a guided walk tbugh the tavn bebre these &ents,starting at
11.00amyvith time for a quick sandwich befe the meeting.Please call 01765
608320 or email imf@riponcivicsocietyrg.uk or further details if pu would like
to attend. And we're encouraging caharingof course!

Another big name!

Our national bodyCivic\oice, has achiged an impes

sive coup - Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg willdadss
the AGM of Civicvoice on the veelend of 14 and 15
October in Sheféld. It starts at 1.00 pm on Fridal4
October atTheWorkstation, a recenty-refurbished exhi
bition venue near the cent of Sheféld andhome to
Shefield CivicTrust. Nick Clegg will velcome eeryone to
his constituency and theeelend includes a tour of Park
Hill, Euope's largest listed buildirfmishing at 4.00pm on

Satuday 15 October The cost br attending is £20

Visit www.civicwice.org.uk/about/meetings/ to booloyr place This is a god
chance to meet civic society membersrir around the countly - and ve can
recommend She#id's trams!

Our voice In Parllament

To date 30 MPsincludingife from Yorkshire constituenciediase joined the
All-Paty Parliamentay Group on Civic Societiesed by Laura Sandys Miaughter
of Duncan Sandysho founded the Cividrust. This will enable epresentation of

Civic\Woice in Parliamengnd mak suie our vievs are head. 4




Have you used yur wouchers?

Because Ripon Civic Society is a member of Ghvice you are eligible dr a
free dg access pass to @an
NationalTrust property, like
Studley Royal (right) this is worth
up to £14 -even mote than the
cost of your RCS membeship!
If you are aleady a member of
the NationalTrust this pass can
be gien to a friend or elatie.

You can also canpply for a pass to ay English
Heritage poperty, such asVhitby Abbey (lef). The
pass can be used beten 1 September 2011 and 31
Jamary 2012.To obtain your passplease complete
the form on the CivicVbice website(see below
Couples shouldegister twice - oncedr each
individual - to eceie the wucher If you don't have
internet access or access to a printarcoy
of your pass can be obtained Iproviding wur
name civic society name andyr address and telephoneumber and suppling a
stamped adressed ewelope to:lan Hawvey,CivicVoice (Nationallrust/English
Heritage Ofér), Unit 101,82 Wood Street, Liverpool,L1 4DQ.
www.civicwice.org.uk/about/paners/the-national-trust/national-trust-specialenif
www.civicwice org.uk/about/paners/english-heritage/english-heritage-civicespass/

Only connect .. .

If you use email and arnot yet receiving aegular email ngs bulletin
from Ripon Civic Societwhy not provide us with pur email adress
so that you keep up to date with what's mgpening.Please contact us
at inb@riponcivicsocietprg or telephone 01765 608320 iby wish
to start receiving ne's by email.

Don’t forget the website!

If you are on-line dont forget to visit the Societg’ website where you can ind
details of érthcoming meeting#formation about the other activities RCS is
involved in,and all the aticles flom the Ripon Gazette since 200There ar links

to other useful vebsitesand e/xen a place wher you can contact us to givus
5 your thoughtsjdeas - and criticismsiVhy not take a look nav?

Playing host

We hae been ery pleased to
have hosted visits im two civic
societies this summer

In &ine Selip Civic Society
visited Marknield Hall and then
came into Riponywhere David
Winpenry took them on a tour
around the cityincluding the
museumsthe Spa Baths and
Spa Galensand the Markt
Squae, Dllowed by a god look
at the Cathedral.

In dily Grantham Civic Society

(abare on their visit to the Cathaddnad to cope with a ery rainy morning at
FountainsAbbey, but at least when thg arrived in Ripon the sky clead and the
sun came outdr their tour of the city and cathedralThis was ae&cipiocal visit,

following our trip to Grantham lastegar

It's gpod to meet members of other civic societies and conmgantes on our
urban landsqaes and cuent concernsWe can pick up god ideas fom each
other - and een ofer and leceie advice And \ery importantly, we can spead
the word that our towns and cities & well worth visiting!

Days out

In the warmdry
month of My we drove
towards the olling hills
just west of Skipton and
into a cold drizzle The
weather spoilt our enjg-
ment of the gaden at
Gledstone (righ), but in
the Hall,(designedijke
the gaden,by Sir Edwin
Lutyens;it was his last
country house) ve were
warml welcomed ly its
owner, artist Margaet
Francis.

Pat of the ground
floor is a working studio
and upstairs ther is



a long galler hung
with abstract at-
work.

This is an od
juxtaposition;
Lutyens' caeful
proportions and
clean lines (ther
is a dramatic stair
caseright)are
nearly lost behind
bright paintings
and imposing
sculptues - lile
the lifesize vood-
en horse in the
dining oom.

But in recent
years Margaet
Francis has been

painstakingl restoring what was a tird and run-devn mansionscrging walls and
returning floors to their original stateDespite being so busy with her house and
her work - she was due to be in sugrCalibrnia with her son,Augustusat their
art exhibition - she ga& us a thoough tour and half-wathroughgae us tea,
coffee, cordialscales and straberries - much gpreciated!

In the afternoon ve visitedHellif ield
Peel, featured on the nuch-repeated
'‘Grand Designs' on Channel #his was I#
eraly a momumental piece ofestoration,as
architect Francis Shadelighted in explain
ing to us. He has trangfrmed a crumbling
scheduled ancient moment into a loely
home with carefully designeddatures - the
bathmoms ae a work of art (lef)) - and
tasteful furnishingdt's all beautiful done
in sympatk with the long histoy of the
building.

Francis is an engaging guide and his
enthusiasmdr this dificult project is evi-
dent:l alvays wanted tdlive in a castlehe
sgs. He recounted hav English Heritage
were generall helpful and supptive,as
seen in hispiéce de résistahe¢he pent
house suitewith commanding vies over
the countrysidejt brilliantly

enhances theaofline The penthouse
(left,with IFancis Shawylihe dooray) is
available as a holigdet,or guests can
stay in one of the en-suiteaoms
below, for bed and beakfast.

In ding and in better veather we
hopped on a coach to expler
Hexham (bel@), a town just slight}
smaller than RiponThey bear inteest
ing comparisorboth are dormitory
towns,with mary people vorking else
where,both have lost control of their
own affairs to a largemore distant
council both have excellent secondar
schools dunded in the 16th centuwy,
both hare gpod museumsdaturing the
'lav and oder' of the pastboth still

have their traditional markts and both vere famousdr their special mediaal
trades - owel-making in Ripon and leather in Hexham.

Can we shae?

Most signitantly, StWilfrid
founded monasteries in these
placeswhere,a £w hundred years
later, great mediaeal chuches
were built: in both Ripon
Cathedral and Hexhambbey the
Saxon cypts ofWilfrid's original
churches suvive.

And her's a thoughtRipon
lacks two important assets that
Hexham possesses - a vedy sta
tion and ery modern general hes
pital. What can we do about that?

Using our avn cars br some visitslike these eported abose,males things
easier to organise - but notveryone has a carlf more of us ae hgpy to shae
transpott (people can maktheir own arangementsdr sharing costs) then mer
of us can enjp the dgs out. We're already planning nexiegr's visitsso car
sharing will be encouraged - an@'Walso adertise the fact that non-members
of the society ag welcome to join us on the trips.




Wider still . . .

This year'sAwards Ceemory onThursdg 6 October will mark
a nav chater in our recognition of
good designrestoration,craftsmanship
and enterprise in our
built environment. Now that the soci
ety's boundaries ha been extended,
we have assessed
buildings in villages@ind Ripon as
well as in the city dist this time so
that enough signdant work is consid
ered in this larger a¥a,we hase cast
our net over projects completed
within the last thee years.
The work of the Awards com
mittee this summer has been both egyable and
difficult. A group of us visited seral contenders outside Ripowge discoered
what cae,dedication and sheer haduwork has @ne into local pojects. We have
been delighted that peopledm outside our society ha helped us come taral
decisions on the winners thisegr Henry Pankhurst fsm Harogate Civic
SocietyEmma Ryan &m Great NorthernWine and two sixth-brmers from
Ripon Grammar School each cast aedéht perspectie on our deliberations
and their obsevations and comments helped us enormgusl

Planning matters

One of the main functions of the Society is to/tto ensue that the deelop-
ment of the city of Ripon and the suwounding aea is caried out to the beneit
of all,and to the highest possible standarA number of major poposals hee
been bebre the Committee or the Planning Subcommittee @cent months;
they include a n& Morrisons store (architectstirawing belg), with associated
hotel and business units adjacent to theramt Morrisons site; a 70-bed caz
home ly the roundabout at Quary Moor; and a ne hotel next to the Econ wirks
on Boroughbridge Road.

We hare alrady commented
to Harrogate Boough Council
on these poposalsand we shall
continue to monitor progress
with vigilanceenhances the

Cooking the

beetles

Maurice Taylor, Chairman of
the Friends of the Cha pel of
St Mary Magdalen, and a Vice-
President of Ripon Civic Society ,
describes a new way to solve an
age-old pr oblem.

When the achitect's ive-yearly
inspection eport for St Mary
Magdalen'®Ripon's grade 1 listed
Leper Chpel,arrived in September
2010,we expected that wrk would
be required - it alvays is.The report
told us what nust be done within one
year two years andife years. Most
urgent was to teat woodworm and
death watch beetle iebtationupgrade
and update the heatinsystemimprove
accessiepair the bellcote and ada
vestry cupboad.

It was povisionaly estimated that
all this would cost about £40,000
(now neaer £70,000)quite a
challengedr a small congggation and
that was or only the most urgent
jobs. The Friends of St Mar
Magdalen's Clpel ageed to cover
the cost of the beetle atment and
of altering the pathsome £6000 to
£10,000.

Chemical teatment or the beetle
infestation was not an option the
architect,David Sheriff of Simmon-
sherriff, advisedhe recommended an
innovative scheme of 'tenting' the
afected aeas to 'cook’ the insects.

Subsequentla nev heating system,
with air source pumps positioned to
the north east of the churhyard and
controlled by light-sensitie cells



St May Magdalen
Chapeks seen iifihe
Tourist's Companion,
published in 1822

on the roof,would
maintain temper
ature levels and
reduce humidity to
stop the insects
breeding. Initially
this will adl signiiF
canty to heating
costs but in the
longer term,eco-
nomicaly and ewir-
onmentaly it should

prove efective,ensuring the futue of the chael which ispf course older than
Ripon Cathedral's alve-giound structue and Buntains Abbey.

Why not g o along to see the Cha pel on Herita ge Open Day - Sunday
11 September? It is open betw een 2.00pm and 4.00pm.

Open to view

We should be ery grateful indeed ifqu
could spae an hour - or een half an hour! -
helping us wicome visitors to the Gazebo
on Blossomgate on the afternoon of Supda
11 September - parof Heritage Open Dygs.
Please telephone 01765 608320 or contact
us at inb@riponcivicsocietyrg if you can
help We're usuall amazed at theumber of
people who turn up to gaze!

Sereral other inteesting buildings in the
city will be open - the Masonic Hall on
Water Slellgatethe Mgor's Parlour in the
Town Hall,the Cathedral ringing chamber
(lefd, the holding cell at the Codhouse
Museumthe Workhouse Gaden and
St May Magdalen Chyreel.

Around the Society

You - and your wote - count!

The Executive Committee isas eer, engiossed in impatant
business - and isvadys pleased to elcome n&v members!Would you like to be
more involved in the work of Ripon Civic Society? lby can gig some of pur
time and expetise, we should like to hear flom you! Nominations ér the commit
tee should be sent to the Sestiary shottly bebre the Anrual General Meetiran 3
November

Important vote for a modest poposal

At the AGM,which tales place on 3 Neember at
Allhallovgate Methodist Chuwh Hallwe shall dis
cuss and ate on the proposal that a small charge
of just £1 per member (no chargerfcommittee
members - ve believe they desere a little perk)
is made at members' meetings and that the charge
for guests should be ineased fom £2 to £3.
This is to offset the inaase in the speak's e, which,to ensue the quality of our
speakrs,the committee has decided to raise to £78ur intention is alvays to
keep membership costs aswWaas possible - and belonging to Ripon Civic Society
remains exceedingbpod value

Diary dates- September to December 2011

Thursdy 8 SeptemberTalk -‘A Mud dy Histor y of Britain; a local view'.
Gillian Horell speaks about ahaeolog.

Thursdy 6 October. Awards Evening at the Spa Hotel - come along and see
who's won what in our most impotant public @ent of the year! din us br
a glass of wine dm 7.00pm

Thursdy 3 November. Talk - ‘Conser vation Matters’
A Harrogate BooughCouncilConsertvation Offcer talks about looking
after the aeas historic buildingsOur Annual General Meeting follows.

Thursdy 1 DecemberTalk - ‘Gayle Mill' - find out about the estoration of this
importantWenslg/dale Mill.

Meetings starat 7.30pm and tak place afllhallovgate Methodist Chuth Hall unless stated.

www.riponcivicsocietyrg.uk

Ripon Civic Society is a Regfis@raty, No:517434
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